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This report is formulated around the Thinking Maps Implementation Questions frdtitk
Symes, Thinking Schools International(The numbers for each section reflecthe
guestion it is addressing).

I have i1included some examples of children
evidence of collaboration, group work, thinkindiscussions etc are hard to evidence in a
written document. These can be seen through obsrations or understood through pupil
discussion. These can be arranged if you need further evidence.
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1. Introduction of Thinking Maps

Following the CPD session on 5th September 2016 staffing teams returned to school
and adjusted Team Planning to include the thinking maps where they would add value to

chil drenos l earni ng. Pl & nstaff nhgd tim& tot e ar

collaboratively plan opportunities for enrichment of learning using the strategies and
maps introduced during the CPD session.

Year 3/4 decided that implementing theCircle Map, Flow Magand Double Bubble Map
would enrich thinking a&d attainment in the Autumn Curriculum Learning
Objectives.

Year 5/6 decided that implementing theCircle Map, Flow Map, Bubble Map, Tree Map
and Double Bubble Mapwould enrich thinking and attainment in the Autumn Curriculum
Learning Objectives.

The strategic intent for the Autumn Term was for staff to use the Thinking maps as tools
for learning, find out and share successes and failures with the staff team and develop
ways in which these tools could enrich attainment.

2-5,7-10, 12. Leadership Tean Vision / Drive Group

Developing growthmind-sets in our students is a vision of the school Leadership Team.

Over the past 5 years Success Zone Classro

International Schools, Christian Values, Philosophy for ldhén and Restorative Justice
Approaches have been embedded as part of the fabric of the school. In September
2015, we looked again at the Sutton Trust Teaching and Learning Toolkit (Education
Endowment Fund), for inspirational ideas on raising attainmerfor disadvantaged
children. GrowthMind-set stood out as the next layer possibly needed for our school
fabric. Over the academic year 2015¢édat016
inspirational stories from the USA and Australia. With this knowledge wxamined
learning in school through work scrutiny, informal conversations and formal monitoring of
teaching and learning. The majority of children believed that they were either clever or
not, they had a subject theyangethate nat ur al

The schools leadership team fully support the integration of thinking maps into the
curriculum as a trail to raising attainment for children. This is part of a larger vision of
creating a growthmind-set for the children as many have been ideiited as having a
fixed mind-set. Whole School Corridor displays were created in early September
highlighting great thinkers, their attributes and their successes and failures.

3| Page

on

we




St Francis CofE (Aided) Junior School

The Headteacher has completed Thinking Schoolgaining; the Deputy Headteackr
completed Learning Cultures Mind-set Matters to Unlock Learning in the
Cl a s s on@8rdreptember.

Each member of staff has a copyf:

{ CarolDweck Mind-set How You can Fulfil your Potential

1 Isabelle Wallace and Leah Kirkman, Talk Less Teaching

9 Barry Hymer and Mike Gershon, Growiind-set Pocketbook

In addition the Leadership Team has been taking inspiration from:

1 Dylan Wiliam, Enhbedded Formative Assessment

1 Swann, Peacock, Hart and Drummond, Creating Learning Without Limits
1 Gladwell, Outliers, Tipping Point and Blink

1 Matthew Side, Black Box Thinking

9 Education Endowment Fund reports on Growiind-set Strategies
fTESartit es such as O6The Myth of Character E4d

9 Adele Faber, Elaine Mazlish, How to Talk So Kids will Listen and Listen So Kids Will
Talk.

Initially during Summer 1 2016 we led a staff meeting on the work of Carol Dweck,
Growth Mind-set, CostaHabits of Mnd and watched inspirational case studies from
America including Sci Academy in New Orleans. Staff compiled their own research which
they broughtto a summer staff meeting. Further discussions took place and staff were
given copies of the 3 books above teead before the September training.

Staff have been encouraged to complete Lesson Study Cycles with a thinking /
guestioning focus with Horndale Infant School. This term Mrs Cooper (Y3/4) and Mrs
Meldrum (Y5/6) completed an English Lesson Study Cycle lwi focus of developing
deeper thinking through the use of open questioning. Mrs Ryder (Y3/4) completed a RE
Lesson Study Cycle where the focus was the use of thinking maps.

4| Page

I C «



St Francis CofE (Aided) Junior School

Thinking is part of the School Development Plan:

Objective Actions Person(s) Cost Time Success Criteria
Responsible
To use Thinkind Set up a working party t¢JW, LL and CHCPD Ongoingiplanning |Regular reviews
Schools agenda as {raise the focus throughou] DB plus working costs for[time for Teams/|will indicate wayg
tool for developingthe school year and ensurd party whole Feedback time forlin which the
further understanding|that there is ongoing work school whole staff as partl agenda is
and parity off that is having an impact ir| PDD and of staff meetings. impacting upon
expectations in both both educational settings. individual outcomes. Notes
educational settings. courses. |Opportunities  for| questionnaires,
Books. |[staff to share goodand other
practice with other| appropriate data /
schools. Information
collection
opportunities  will
be used.
Autumn Evaluations |Completed joint PD i Questioning
September and all staf|i House
have implemented| successes from
elements of the training| St Francig

Lesson study cycles with th
focus on questioning ang
thinking maps have giver
teacherds re
think about teaching and
learning.

shared with
Horndale

Infants.
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Objective Actions Person(s) Cost Time Success Criteria
Responsible

To ensure al| Provide staff with gHTGs £450 Ongoindiplanning [At PD ensure staf
members of teaching personal copy of Carg books, time for Teams]are aware of Caro
teams havelDwe c k 6 s Boo £150 Feedback time foilD w e c Rridciples,
opportunities to] outlines the key principleq additional |whole staff as parf that they
acquaint themselveqd of Thinking Schools an resources.| of staff meetings. understand  howj
with Gowth Mindsetfhow t he <conc her ideas can
and Thinking Skilldd o it yet 6 Opportunities  forlimpact  positively
prior to PD of 5/9.  |important  concept  for staff to share good ypon teaching and

children to wderstandi practice with other|learning for all

through staff meetingsg schools. (including staff).

introduce the idea Of

Thinking  Schools  ang

signpost websites /]

resources.

Ensure parity betweern

schools in relation tg

classroom books fo

teachers, posters etc. td

underpin Thinking School

concepts in classes.
Autumn Evaluations [ Informal discussionq All staff have

indicate that children use
thinking maps as a way o
organising their learning.
They respond well to th
idea.

Need to work with Infants t(
ensure this also remains 4
priority for younger children

copies of Talk
Less Teaching

Carol Dweck
and pocket
book.
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Objective Actions Person(s) Cost Time Success
Responsible Criteria
To ensure pupils arel Al members of teaching All teaching| dReflections| Ongoing across thg Do children use
taught key thinkinglteam to ensure that pupildteam members|b o 0 k 6 |curriculum reflections  book
and learning skills | are taught explicif and members| child?? positively and
strategies on planning| of staff Minimal o understand its
monitoring and evaluating less than purpose? Throug
specific aspects of thei £300 discussions  with
learning? Encourage staff/ parents/
opportunities for reflection, pupils.
alternative learning
methods, things that wen
well (and less so) wha
have | learnt here? Wha|
do | wish to learn next?
them with support and
then independently
Autumn Evaluations | Across the school al See Autumn
children are using thinkind monitoring and
maps. Children are gien|lesson study
increased time to think|cycle English
discuss and build idead quotefiSD.

together before writing.
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Objective

Actions

Person(s)
Responsiblg

Cost

Time

Success Criteria

To implement theg All staff members from| All members of Use of PDS§ Using questionnaires to ascertai
core principals of|teaching teams in both teaching with LA attitudes to learning (see Portsmout
the Thinking| S t Fr anci|teams in both University research) and at end of terr
Schools agenda tq Horndale to undertakd schools £1,000+VAT] 1. Consider results. Collate observation]
underpin allf training in September to be shared between schools and share perceive
teaching and[ 2016 with personnel equally changes on teaching and learnin
learning within S{from Thinking Schoolj between St presentation. Are clidren observed tg
Franci s 8 |International. To F and be more involved in developing ow
understand the key Horndale learning? Are there examples of learnir]
principals of Thinkingd shifts and developments that were chil
Schools and ensurg initiated? Through APPRAISAL can st
these are translated into show how they have changed T&
teaching and learning styles/plans to accommodate TS ke
opportunities. For principals?
information see
Autumn Training undertakeria Mind-setsfiCosta 16 Habits of Mind
Evaluations lot was a recap of wha| introduced to the children. Y5/6 use

staff in St Francig
already include in theil
teaching practice. Staf
meeting time used tg
devel op t h
t hi n kidefigify of
mind maps so that they
were more than
organisational tools
Rolled out successfully
across the two teaching
teams.

these as part of their learning reflectiof
where they define their skills. Rol
models are identified by children in

weekly assembly for the focus habit @
mind.

Further training in January 17 willbe
used to up skill and further develostaff
confidence and enthusiasm
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Objective

Actions

Person(s)
Responsible

Cost

Time

Success
Criteria

To set up a working
party fdlowing initial
CPD to ensure ke
principals are carried
forward to  T&U
situations

Discuss with trainer from
TSI need for a working parf
made up of a variety of T&
team members to carry
forward key principal o
Thinking Schools durin
terml 2016/17. Consider
ways in which schools cal
assess impact and progres
towards a cognitive
approach to learningfor all.
How can impact on staf]
members be successfully
assessed? How cal
Governors and parents bg
informed involved and
provide support for the
Cognitive Learning
approach?

HT SMT both
schools to
initiate set up
and team
composition

Autumn Evaluations

1 Drive Group meeting ha
taken place after
September training.

Further discussions at H]
level.

Visit planned for Drive Tear]
to Tottenhanmd St Fancis
and Walthamstow 13/1/17

LL made linkg
with  HT  af
Bishop
Middleham and
DHT in Esh td
share findings
and
experiences
across schools.
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Objective Actions Person(s) |[Cost |Time |Success Criteria

Responsiblg
teaching and| Embed theuse of concept| JW LL PD day| Are staff comfortable with concepts g
learning monitoringjo f o0Wor |l d CI Sept thinking schools/skills/teaching? Do
indicate that 100%|and associated team 2016 they feel involved in evolution an
of observable iqobservations monitoring. and supported?(APPRAISAL)
GOOD or better Provide time for key skills ongoing

developments ; review
what makes outstanding
teaching and learning
situations and ensure that
team members develof
confidence in the delivery
of lessons that allow fo
child centred exploration
of learning i.e. thinking
skills agenda

Are observations of &L systems
showing improvements in applicatio
and interest?

Are T&L monitoring systems showir
impact over time of actions taken??

Autumn Evaluations

Talk Less Teaching ldea
are being implemented in
all classes. All classe
observed twice ove
Autumn  Ternfiteaching
good or better, with activd
use of TSD concepts bein
used throughout
workbooks and in
observed lessons. Suppo
staff use TS approache
with initiative and
intelligence to ensure thg
best outcomes for thei
groups.

Lesson Study Cycles with Hornda
Infants has begun and professiong
conversations have taken place ovg
guestioning.
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6. Measuring Impact

We are using a number of tools to ajher data to measure impact. These currently
include:

9 Mind-set Questionnaires

1 School Monitoring SystemsHormalObservations / Assessment / Work Scrutiny)
1 Pupils reflections e.g. Children discussing/recording the skills they have used.
9 Lesson Study Cycle8 including professional dialogue between teduing staff.

9 Workbook responses

1 Assessed Writing

September 2016 Initial Findings

Childrends Questionnaire Results
Mindset Quiz Y5/6 completed the mind-set
Place a check in the columm that identifies the extent to which you agree or disagree with the Questionnaire from
statement i .
edpartnerships.com in

Smongly Agree | Disagree Strongly

; Agree Disagree September and December
1. Your mtelligence 15 somethmg very basic abouat

youa that you can't change very much 2016.
2. Mo matter how much mtelhgence you have, you
can alwavs change 1 quate a it

3. You can abaays substantially change how
intelligent you ane.

4 You are a certain kind of person, and there is not
nmich that can be done fo really change that.

S You can always change basic fings about fhe Y3/4 completed the same
kand of person you are. . . .

. Msic talent can be leamed Dy anyone questionnaire In December
7. Culy a few people will be truly pood at sports - 2016.

you have to be “bern with it "

8. Mlath 15 ovoch easser to beam if you are male of
maybe come from a culture who vahues math

0. The harder vou work af sometiung, The befter
vou will be at it

10. Mo matter what kind of person vou are, you can
always change substantially

11. Trying new things 15 stressful for me and 1
avoid it

12. Some people are good and land, and some are
not - it"s not offen that people change

13. ] appreciate when parents. coaches, teachers
give me feedback about my performance.

14. ] often pet angry when I pet feedback about my
performance

15, All lneman beings withowt 3 brain injury or birth
defiect are capable of the same amount of leaming.
16. You can leam new things, but you can't really
change how intelligent you are.

17. You can do things differently, but the tmponant
parts of who you are can't really be changed.

18. Humam bemngs are basically good. but
sometimes make termible decisions

19. An imporiani reason why I do my school werk
15 that I like to leam mew things

20, Truly smart people do not need fo try hard
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The Findings were as follows:

Year 5/6 0 68 children September 2016 December 2016
Strong GrowthMind-set 0% 39%
GrowthMind-set with some 10% 38%
Fixed ideas
FixedMind-set with some 76% 20%
Growth ideas
Strong FixedMind-set 14% 3%

Year3/4 o children

December 2016

Strong GrowthMind-set 26%
GrowthMind-set with some 29%
Fixed ideas
FixedMind-set with some 38%
Growth ideas
7%

Strong FixedMind-set

Staff Questionnaire Results

December 2016

Strong Growth Mind-set 20%
GrowthMind-set with some 50%
Fixed ideas
FixedMind-set with some 30%
Growth ideas
0%

Strong FixedMind-set

60%

50%

40%

30%

20% -

10% -

0% -

Mindset
ideas

Strong GrowthGrowth Mindset Fixed Mindset Strong Fixed
with some Fixed with some

Growth ideas

Mindset

mY3/4
mY5/6
m Staff
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11. Dealing with Rocks and Blocks

Our staff have successfully implemented the Rights Respecting Schools Agenda, P4C
and Success Zone Classroomdf hese form part of the wunde
school. Therefore the underpinning ethos and skill set hadegunto be developedand

we feel thinking skills and growthmind-setar e t he next O6bonesrd wh

~

school Gskel eton. o

Our staff are resilient. They work in teams and as a staff we are well rehearsed in sharing
both good and bad practice. This allows whole school improvement to be rapid and
ensures that any new approach is developed so it is relevato the children we teach.

Our curriculum is underpinned by a strong ethos and s not S up poonrdt e d
initiatives.

Therefore, I know that any 6rocks and bl oc
solved collaboratively so that we can ensutt@e best possible outcomes for our pupils.

13-18. Rolling out the Maps

In 2013 we introduced the questioning houses to promote deeper thinking so
introducing and using Thinking Maps is a natural progression.

Before September 2016 staff have used flow magpand tree maps as these were part of
guidance for KS2 under Curriculum 2000.

Our staff have successfullpegunusinga wider varietyo® Thi nki ng Mapsd t
term and have been able to develop deeper thinking through use of the maps.

We decidedto introduce the double bubble map and the circle map to the Lower KS2
children as staff could easily see where they could add value throughout the teaching
content for the Autumn Term. Similarly staff in Upper KS2 chose Pég of mapd 2 of

whi ch enwenddushi ng as they could see how t heyl|d

work planned.

Initially staff were confused about the purpose of the thinking maps as they were being
used to organise information but were not really promoting the deeper thinginThis was
brought up in the 2Bt September 2016 staff meeting. | showed staff how the deeper
thinking was gained through the defining questiond which initially we need to give the
children. Once defining questions and tasks followed that required deepihinking staff
could see more value in their use.
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Autumn Term Map Introduction

Year 3/4 Year 5/6

Bubble Map

Double Bubble Map /

Circle Map /

Flow Map /

Multi-flow Map

Tree Map

NI NENANAN

Brace Map

Bridge Map
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Year3/4 Autumn 2016

1 Double Bubble Map
Y3/4 children discussed what thewo characters had in common and whatheir
differences were They used a double bubble map to record their views. To define
their thinking they were asked to write about how the school changed, explami
their reasons.

On the next page there is an example of Y34 children using a double bubble map
to record similarities and differences betweethe Stone Age and Mdern day. The
children deepened their thinking by explaining which age they would prefeflite

in (pink pen).

Would. you prefer to live in the Stone Age or now? Explain your reasons

15| Page




1 Flow

St Francis CofE (Aided) Junior School

Map

Flow maps have been part of teaching and learning across the curriculum for a
number of years. Examples include:

OMast er

J

t he

o Story planning sheets. Children use these on a regular basis in order to
sequence events in their stories. Tlee are presented as basic flow maps
or Story Mountains.

o Chronological report planning.

0 Recount planning.

0 Science-they have been used to illustrate changes in state and life cycles.

o0 Maths d number sequences are presented in formal assessments as flow
maps. Solving multistep problemsd RUCSAC method. More examples of
this are being used now that
(White Rose Maths)

o Computingd algorithms, sequencing coding and steps in processes.

o0 REOJ Bible story events, timehes

o Historyd time lines, organising the sequence of evestin specific times in
the past.
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Tuesday lith, October 2016
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Children used a flow map to retell the events of Guy Fawkes Gunpowder Plot. To
r - thinking they were asked

deepen

17| Page

3
ob: To retell the story of “The Gunpowder Plot” :
B
| Did it go to plan? l 5
O
A -5
& T) r--"T )
oy el c ha ‘ M
d (o O )J. |9}
J e t A [; ] € )
blo : pot | Sen o L
( ‘ 36 Bayrelscr Ge ( X
{ / . J )
: ’4 LL C D | Vs / \t'
J 1S n ; J
<
e
c | ¥ b O O - [ ;
€ C \ ROC. /14 9
[ J rod L’v L @ FedORUS <1 \
¥ A / o et i
—| T he goti— , ’
= '®] s J | Yy b o 2 | %
Pk, SErRCNRE ghire ; : 4 :
Y
ho dhas g ik i
= (@)
+ \
Wa / | Ve /I r/ { k/ o oJ W, e N \i
C | £ G e ) X
5 P " nomes Lf M o] Chuc s fx " !
D) &\ ) : R
KemL ’,‘/' H \ NG C 1) 4 ),1‘.{1] v I hot
e ‘L/,‘;

t hei

t h

D
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1 Circle Map

Initially circle mas were modelled and completed as a whole class. The whole
class then discussed the defining questionMarking feedbacks (Green pen) and
challenges (pink pen) have been used to further develop thinking.

]

P @ e i i)
Monclay, 2w Novembeor /06

How does the light make you Feel?

RELAXED
CALM e
L responsible 2 AD
| DRACEFUL /" A 5
J relaxing

terested kind

caring

helpful respectful
joyful forgiving powerful

FANTASTIC
LOVING POLITE
WISE REFLECT ON FEELINGS
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Children are now being asked to complete theimm Circle Maps and are being
given the defining question.
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Year5/6 Autumn 2016

1 Bubble Map
Followinga paired and quad discussion¢hildren used abubble map todescribetheir

personal qualities. The defining question posed by the teachers was to vide
supporting evidence for as many qualities as they could from their holidays.
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Next a Bubble Map was used to describe the responsibilities associated with the

Childrenods Rights the ¢l ass had chosen

thinkihgwas sti mul ated withy the defining
our cl ass?o0
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1 Double Bubble Map
Children read the novel Skellig and then watched the filnuring the film they

made notes then they 'paired and shared' their findings otie similarities and
differences. Thechildren recorded the similarities and differences using a double
bubble map. Finally they used their double bubble maps during a P4C session.
P4C was used to open up a discussion
similarities and differences including a justification of their views using evidence

from the novel / film.
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1 Circle Map
Circle Maps have ben the most used thinking toolover the Autumn Term.
Children regularly use a Circle Map to collect information arniden develop their
thinking before writing.

o Example 1:
The Circle Map was introduced when creating the Class Charter. Children
coll ected Chil dbapulhey. sbRredgideadsstogather aridh e
added them to their circle maps. Pencil was used vem they had taken
another idea from a peer. The children defined their map by selecting the
most important three for our classroom Charter. This then led into the
decision line activity to select the class Charter Rights.
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Example 2: Role Play / Resarching Victorian Education

Staff simulated a Victorian School for the morning session. Children then
recorded their experiential findings on a Circle Map. Next they used digital
technology to find out further informationd an also dispel some

misconceptian s theyod dev
. \ o Mortison
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Next they wrote a diary entry as a Victorian child. For this time in the
academic year it was evident that standards of writing were higheaff

work scrutiny and interviewswith children came up with the same
conclusion 8 the increased time given to organising and developing
thinking was impacting on writing. Dring the writing processchildren

could focus on the grammatical and text features as thewere confident
with the content theydd r eseanknded,
maps. (See belowd Y6 HAG
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Skills reflections (above) at the end of the learning session were very much
writing skills basedChi | drends refl ections have
the term, which is illustrated inExample 3

o Example 3 Researching Sir Richard Branson.
On the following two pagess an example of reflective work after using a
circle map to organise thinking about Sir Richard Branson. Children used
their research to create a mind map of the qualities Richard Branson has
that have made him successfulNote the Thinking Myps skills beginning to
be recorded as a skill used during the learning process.
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o Example 4: Reading Response
Children used a circle map to collect quotations from the class novel that

showed Mi ¢ h aview @f $is sister. They then defined their thinking by
justifying what these quotations told them about his feelings towards his

sister.
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o Example 5 Developing ideas about the qualities and behaviours of a
0 Super Cbhidiers defined riBupéChristiansin the context of what
this shows us about their Christian Values.

Obi o prluce o el map (Adinice)
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Next they wrote a recount of an event they had role played in which a Super Christian
had used their Christian Values for the good of others.
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-
Events in chronological order
Add interesting details about each
event
Closing statement or summary Useful Vocabulary
-| (reorientation) Time connectives: early in the morning ... at first ...
mext ... after that ... later that day ... then ... finally ...
Past 1 before we knew it ... exentually.... .
Focus on a person or group (first Dncnpnre phrases: interesting ... amazing ... historie
person T or ‘we', or third person he, she or .. ancient ...adventurons ... (HACRALRE. ...
they)
Time connectives gg. Firstly,
. : Tricks of the Trade
followmrgithar, next, finally _ bl - . i
Be specific - names, places, objects happened during the event that you are recounting.
- * Stop along the way to describe a place, a2 person or
Plan using Who? When? Where? an event in more detail.
What? Why? * Entertain and inform your reader.
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o Example 4 Respondingto a Noveld Home Schooling
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Children discussed Mi n a

they used digital technology and the School Library to research Home
Schooling. Children were not directed on how to record their findings and

over 50% ofgroups used a circle map.

Next children compl eted

ideas and views of everyoneds researtr
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After that children viewed a clip of The House of Commons and debated

Home Schooling in role as Members &farliament.
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Children then defined the skills the
moved through the term children are not only including the more
traditional skills e.g researching, debating clearly, but also thinking skills

e.g thinking flexiby.

Finally children wrote a balanced argument on home schooling. They
posted these to various high profile education figures and were extremely
proud of the responses they received from Sir Michael Wilshaw and Lord
Nash! (See following pages).

Again wehave clear evidence here that the time given to collaboration,
guestionning and thinking is improving standards in writing.
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Aviation House T 0300 123 1231

125 Kingsway Textphone 0161 618 8524  Direct T 0300 013 1917

London enquiries@ofsted.gov.uk Direct F 020 7421 6546

WC2B 6SE www.gov.uk/ofsted michael.wilshaw@ofsted.gov.uk
27 October 2016

Children of Year 5 and Year 6
St Francis CE Junior School
Schollars Path

Newton Aycliffe

County Durham

DL5 7HB

Our ref: 367058

Dear Children

Oféted

raising standards
improving lives

Sir Michael Wilshaw
Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector

Thank you for your letter of 13 October 2016. I read your informative arguments
about whether home schooling is a better option for educating children rather than

attending school.

T am very impressed that, at your age; you are able to so thoughtfully debate a

serious subject as well as you did in your compositions.

As Her Majesty’s Chief Inspector and as the head of Ofsted, I cannot provide an
opinion on the subject of home schooling, as that is not what Ofsted is here for.
However, I want to thank you very much for taking the time to write to me with such

an exciting letter.

Keep up the good work. Your school and your teachers should be proud of you.

YougsJsincerely

~t

Sir Michael Wilshaw

&
Y,
Y
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2016/0049425POJN

Lord Nash

Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for the School System
SanctuaFy Buildings Great Smith Street Westminster London SW1P 3BT
tel: 0370 000 2288 www.education.gov.uk/help/contactus

Year 5 and 6 pupils

St Francis CE Junior School
Schollars Path

Newton Aycliffe

County Durham

DL5 &HB

Z%ember 2016

Thank you for your letter of 13 October, addressed to the Minister of State for
School Standards, about home schooling. | am replying as the minister
responsible for this policy area.

Dear Years 5 and 6,

| am always pleased to hear from young people who take an interest in their
education and | was very interested to read your views on home schooling. You
have chosen an interesting subject for research and debate. On reading your
individual views | was most impressed with the range of your ideas. You
seemed to me to have considered the advantages and disadvantages of home
schooling. | was interested to note, if | have interpreted your comments
correctly, that the majority view seems to be that you think it is better to go to
school.

The government'’s position on this important subject is that we respect the right
of parents to educate their children at home. We appreciate that home
education works very well for many children who receive it. The key point,
which | think you seem to have concluded amongst yourselves, is that every
child should receive efficient, full-time education suitable to their age, ability
and aptitude and any special educational needs they may have.

Thank you for writing on this important matter.

JOHN NASH
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o Example 5 Circle Maps as an embedded tool for learning

In November it became evident, when completing researcn dPilgrimage Sites, that
circle maps are an embedded part of the learning process in Y5/6. During group
research 4 of the 6 groups chose to display their findings on a circle maghildren even
included the box to define their thinking and a defining quesn, which they answered.
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1 Flow Map
Flow maps have been part of teaching and learning across the curriculum for a
number of years. Examples include:

o Story planning sheets. Children use these on a regular basis in order to
sequence events in their stries. These are presented as basic flow maps
or Story Mountains.

o Chronological report planning.

0 Recount planning.

0 Science-they have been used to illustrate changes in state and life cycles.

o Maths d number sequences are presented in formal assessments flow
maps. Solving multstep problemsd RUCSAC method.

o Computingd algorithms, sequencing coding and steps in processes.

0 REOQJ Bible story events, timelines

o Historyd time lines, organising the sequence of events in specific times in

the past.
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Above s part of a Flow Map used to illustrate events durirthe Victorianera.
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1 Tree Map

Tree maps have been part of the Science Curriculum since the QCA schemes of
work were introduced. They were an explicit part of clasation of living things

work.

We hae introduced Tree Maps for classification of spellings under a spelling rule
and use these to teach spelling rulesy5/6 staff are developing the use of flow

maps to teach
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18-19. Quality Assurane / Thinking School

In house and cross school moderation has been used to ensure there is quality
assurance across the school.

Thinking Skills School Partnershi® Horndale Infants

Threeof thefi v e St tekchemsrhave undertaken lesson study cyclasith Horndale
Infants School.

Two St teaclers docusséd on questioningn Literacy. Reflection discussions
focussed around how to challenge children to think beyond their first answer, thinking
time (silence) andits effective use in the classrom and the use of a questioning house
in Foundation Stage to develop early thinking skills.

Oneteacher focussed onquestioningin RE and the use of shared circle map writing to
organise and deepen thinking.

Thinking Skills School Partnership St Michad & sf E Primary, Bishop Middleham

They Y5/ 6 Team have visited St Michael &8s
Team to:

9 Scrutinise St Francis workbooksd a cross section from across the schod in
order to receive feedback on the work childrendve been undertaking.

9 Find out more about what a thinking school looks like as they have been using Thinking
Maps for a number of years:

Thinking Maps

Thinking Maps® integrate thinking skills and mapping techniques.
Learning to use these strategies helps students develop good writing
skills. These techniques also help students become better learners as
they develop life-long skills that help them to study.

Thinking Maps® uses basic mental operations involved in perceiving,
processing and evaluating information. They describe, classify, and
sequence.

The skills used with Thinking Maps® can be done with paper and
pencil and many writing activities begin with a Thinking Map®.
(http://www.stmichaelsprimary.durham.sch.uk/?s=thinking+school)

1 Plan a partnership in whichthe SMT can work together to develop a growinind-set
ethos across the schools.
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1 Upper KS2 staff to work together to develop the best use of thinking maps for teaching
spelling.

1 St Francis to help St Michaels develop a less structured timetable and more fluid
approach to teaching key learning objectives.

Outcomes

T Thinking maps were being used in St Franci
and St Mi clma d leds nwdmtomt St Francisd uee of
quality outcomes in writing.

1 Development of Tree Maps to teach spelling rules to take place over the rest of this
academic year.

9 St Francis DHT to share growtmind-set work and reports with SMT5t Mi chael &8s
share and develop good practice together.

1 Examplessharedwitt6t Fr staffed. s 0

Wednesday 21+ September 2016

L.O. To ask and ansmer questions. about before, during and
abler o soodland salk.

What we mould Like ko know?
Why ia the sun shiring
the racks?

haa ifuu. discussion of exenything Kotk hawe
lwhwmwmmwzmmmv
Challenge
Draw o lithe. picture o§ the most interesting &

More Able Work Scruting Church Schools Deputy Network, Durham

During work scrutiny standards across the writing books were judged as hi§krategies
brainstormed in order to challenge more able learners included the use of thinking maps
and more freedom of choice especially in written tasks. Ideas for more challenge in
maths included the deeper level questioning which required reflection sjification and
examples as evidence. This is where a mulkbw map could assist children in organising
their thinking.

Cluster English Moderatio® Newton Aycliffe Area

During moderation Amy GoodwinEducation Development Adviser for English and
profess onal s from the area judged standards
had moderated.
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Y6 course Moderatiord Durham Leadership Centre

During moderation Amy Goodwirkducation Development Adviser for English and6

professionals fromthea ea judged standards of writing
had moderatedA | ess able Y6 childds writing was
decision was that he would easily be working at the expected standard for Y6 by

May/June. This is dueto the thinking approach to learning and the organisation of his
ideas using thinking maps.
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Internal Monitoring- Triangulation

Formal lesson observations have had a focus on thinking skills. Triangulation of data has
shown teaching and learning to bat least good with many features of outstanding. (See
monitoring file)

Diocese Education AdvisorAssessment

The Diocese Assessment Advisor completed a work scrutiny with our RE coordinator and
discussed assessment methods. She was surprised by the Iéand depth of thinking
and recording ideas and views throughout the school. She said that they underestimate
KS3 students as our UKS2 are producing work of a quality they would expect in KS3. She
was also impressed with the opportunities for thinking andbuilding skills together
throughout the weekly Philosophy 4 ChildrehUItimate Questions sessions.

Writing Progress Autumn Term

At St Francisd wedre using a deci mal asse

expected progress of 0.2. In Y5/6 we baselirte the writing in September and then
completed an assessment in November.

Progress was as follows:

Points Progress Year 5 % of Year 6 % of

children children
0 9% 11%
0.1 26%
0.2 5%
0.3 5%
0.7 11%
0.8 4% 11%
1.0 17% 5%
1.1 9%
1.2 9%
1.3 4%
1.7 16%
1.8 16%
1.9 4% 11%
2 4%
2.7 5%
3 4%
3.2 4%
3.7 5%
4 4%

In Y535% of children made less than expected progres$ 63% of these achieved the
expected level for November in the September assessment. The remaining 37% have
SEND and a& making slower than expected progress due to memory and processing
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difficulties. However, a staggerin§1% of children made more than the expected annual
progressof 1 point.

In Y6 11% of children made less than expected progress all of these achievedjust
below the expected level for November in the September assessment. However, a
staggering58% of children made more than the expected annual progres$§1 point.

This data ratifies the staff findingndly tha
better using the Thinking Skills approach to learning and this will hopefully assist us in
ensuring that all children reach the much higher standards now required by Curriculum
2014.

Subject Leader / Governor Meetings

| meet with the nominated Thinikng Schools Governor on a regular basis. He has
compl eted | esson observations, work feucr ut i
meetings since September in order to ensure that there is accountability to the
Governing Body.l have dso followed y on his suggestions- the Y5/6 team have
consul ted with t hteo StMTnd no ustt wh ath atel éisr 06T
to share our developments andor feedback on our work so far

Professional Development

The HT and DHT have sought opponities to gain training on elements of the Thinking Schools /
GrowthMind-set approaches.

The DHT attended theLearning CulturesMind-set Matters to Unlock Learning in the
Cl a s s pm28rchBeptemberand is working with the NFER as part of the Philodop

for Children Educational Research Program. In addition the DHT was a teaching
assistant for 4 years on the Durham University National Academy of Gifted and Talented
Youth Philosophy Summer School.

The HT has att endednndctngCGiBroams threulgh T@ikingSkils | 0
Training and t hles iHag mfornty tPo oJteiciuléat e Thin

London Thinking Schools Drive Team ViitL3th January 2017

The HT and DHT with the SMT of Horndale Infants will visit two Thinking Schools in London in
January. The aim is to see a Thinking School in action so that we can further develop our schools.
Hopefully this will also allow us to ensure the quality of our work is at the correct standérds

we will experience the benchmark in the host schools.

Theitinerary is as follows:
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Thinking School Visits, LONDON

Friday 13th January 2017
St. Francis CE Junior School, Newton Aycliffe would like to visit London based schools that are
wel | in to their Thinking Schom$on ang DeputyrtHeado .

Teacher, Lisa Lakey will visit London on Friday 13th January 2017.

Visit Schedule

St. Francis de Sales Federation (Infant & Junior Scho@l).00 am -1.00 pm)
Church Road

Tottenham

N17 8AZ

Contact: Natasha Bracken (Deputy Head Teacher)

Tel: 0208 808 2923

Hillyfield at the Park Primary Academy (1.38.15 pm)
Aveling Park Road

London

E17 4NR

Contact: Jack Graziotti (Cognitive @odinator & Y3 Teacher)
Tel: 0208 498 4920

Nearest Tule Station: Walthamstow Central (School is a short bus ride from the tube)
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2-5,7-10, 12. L eadership Team VisionHabits of Mind

From September 2017 Art CostaHabits of Mind have been used as a way to teach,
discuss and reflect on thinking methods sed when learning. These have been
introduced, one at a time, to children in class and in weekly Collective Worship. Once
introduced the children link the Habits of Mind to Rights and Christian Values. Then they
reflect on who is a good role model for thiHabit of Mind

Stickers have been printed with the 16 Habits of mind on and they are given out in
classes so that children can share with t

rewarded for.

As seen in previous sections, children are using tbe Habits of Mindwhen reflecting on
and defining the skills they have shown in their learning.

Circle Maps have been used to link the Habits of Mind and Thinking Skills. Children are
invited to add their ideas and also write on stars for ouMind-set display in the school
hall. See examples below.

Habits of Mind

Check it again!

accuracy

A\ C

6. Striving for

to mprove constantly.

W'Mmmmm |

Always doing your best. Setting high

B
=] %
; o 48 T 9 i
| 3@ T 3
=
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