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A message from the Subject Leader…

 Within this presentation, there are samples of children’s work evidencing their 
geographical knowledge, skills and understanding within a range of learning 
opportunities, some of which were provided remotely due to the nature of working 
within a global pandemic.  The overall intent behind the Geography Curriculum is to 
create a curriculum enriched with a range of learning experiences and skills to enable 
the children to become well rounded geographers.  The implementation of these skills 
have developed across school ensuring that all skills are embedded and skills are 
progressed, so that the children built on prior knowledge and prior geographical skills.  
Within the presentation, work has been referenced from all year groups, with some 
elements having a greater focus upon the year 6 cohort, to show the impact of the 
geography curriculum upon their thoughts, ideas, responses and geographical 
explanations. 

 I hope that this presentation gives you an insightful view upon the teaching and 
learning as we provide the children within St Francis’ CE Junior School to be 
responsible geographers, who appreciate and have a greater understanding of the 
world they live in.

 Miss Cooper



Geography in St Francis’

 From the Programmes of Study identified from National 

Curriculum 2014, we use the skills and progression 

documents from Rising Stars Assessments to build our school 

Long Term Plan.  

 The school’s Long Term Plan has been made alongside the 

history to enable a cohesive curriculum and to allow 

connections to be made for a depth of learning and enquiry.

 The Rising Stars Framework provides 13 Geography skills, 

which have been further broken down into year groups.  

These statements are present in an online assessment 

tracking system (INSIGHT) used throughout school to 

monitor, track and progress skills and success.  This also 

enables us as a school to identify more able children in this 

subject and facilitate learning for those children who have 

been identified as having gaps and misconceptions within 

their learning of the subject.



Introduction

 During the Autumn and start of the Spring term the Geography Curriculum was amended by the 

Subject Leader.

 Staff meetings were provided to develop the Geography curriculum and to support teaching staff 

and support assistants the support necessary.

 Due to COVID-19, most of the evidence gathered for Geography mark has been completed through 

online home learning tasks set by their teachers via Seesaw. 

 Due to the COVID-19 lockdown and restrictions, our application for the Geography mark has been 

deferred to June 2021.  

 To show which evidence has been used as a result of home learning I have marked these with a      .  

Other evidence has been collated while in school and through remote learning when necessary.



Section A: What is the quality of 

Geography Education like?

 In this section I have referenced:

▪ Subject leadership vision 

▪ Explain rationale linking to the Curriculum 2014

▪ Policy

▪ LTP and MTP development of skills and progression across LKS2 and UKS2

▪ Opportunities for learning – cross curricular approach where applicable

▪ Insight tracking – assessment and tracking of pupil progress and key groups

▪ Monitoring coverage to show the development of skills and the progression throughout KS2

▪ Opportunities for application of skills and learning

▪ Geographical enquiry evidence

▪ Subject leader reports and data analysis



A1 Intent: To what extent does the school’s geography 

curriculum set out and share the knowledge skills that pupils 

will build? 



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

school’s local context.

 The St Francis’ Subject Leader Vision for Geography states that:

Framework reference A1i

Document Subject Leader Overview  

Context The Subject Leader Vision Statement identifies the overall aims of the school in developing young ‘geographers’ who will develop 

an understanding and sense of awe and wonder about the world in which they live.  This was evaluated and altered in 2021 to 

reflect on the greater focus on vocabulary.

Why was this chosen? The statement is a condensed version of the overall intent and aim of the Geography Curriculum at St Francis.  This was written 

by Senior Leadership and Subject Leader, which was then agreed by all school staff.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

This shows that the children will develop a keen awareness and sound understanding of where they live, the country in which 

they live and the role that they play in the wider community and world.  Living in one of the highest areas of deprivation(1719th

out of 32,844 neighbourhoods, top 5% of deprivation, with children being within the top 1% of income deprivation), means that it

is of vital importance that our children have a knowledge and awareness of the world around them and they are supported in 

seeing life outside of their own communities whilst also seeing the key role they can play within this community. 



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

school’s local context.
 The St Francis’ Medium Term Planning completed by all teaching staff:

 Page 1 of all Medium Term plans share the title of the unit, the curriculum intentions, the aims of the unit of work and also the 

assessment criteria that will be fulfilled by the end of the unit of work.  These correspond to INSIGHT, the children’s assessment 

folders and to the Rising Stars Progression framework.  

 Page 2 of the planning then refocuses the unit based on the intention for the Geography Curriculum at St Francis along with the 

resources and vocabulary progression per lesson. Therefore ensuring a cohesive approach to the teaching and learning of the subject.

Year 3/4 Medium Term Plan



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

school’s local context.

Framework reference A1i

Document Medium Term Planning

Context The Medium Term Planning is completed by staff on a termly basis.  The format remains the same throughout school and 

refers to the programme of study from the National Curriculum.

Why was this chosen? The Medium Term Planning reflects on the Aims set out by the National Curriculum 2014 and also refers to the assessment of 

skills for the year group.  The assessment of skills are taken from the Rising Stars documentation, referencing National 

Curriculum expectations and ensuring progression of skills.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This is included in the planning process to enable staff to see the wider picture of the topic and how the unit feeds into 

making the children geographers who appreciate the world around them.  By using these statements, it ensures knowledge of 

the subject and progression of skills are focussed upon.

 Subsequent pages of the Medium Term Plan then detail the specifics of 

each lesson while cross referencing the Geography skills and ensuring 

that the tasks are clearly differentiated and enable children to 

adequately demonstrate and excel in the skills, whilst also offering 

scaffolding and support to those children who require it.

 Due to the high level of deprivation in school, we ensure that the 

children are provided with memorable experiences and use a range of 

resources to build that geographical curiosity.  

 At the start of each unit of work, children share what they know, what 

they would like to know and at the end of the learning journey what 

they have learnt.  To enable all children to access the topic, videos are 

used to build that enthusiasm and often this prompts a memory of 

something they have seen on tv, news and prompts a discussion and 

thirst for knowledge as a connection has been made.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Geography Skills Progression Document

Context This shows the skills progression and 

how Geography 1 from Rising Stars is 

achieved in all year groups.  This is used 

for each of the 13 assessment strands.

Why was 

this 

chosen?

This document shows the Working At 

and Greater Depth possibilities for each 

year group and each geography strand.  

The document also shares the 

knowledge and skills required prior to 

the new learning.  This enables staff to 

clearly differentiate and challenge 

children's geographical enquiry and 

understanding.

What does 

it show 

that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can 

do?

This shows the progression of skills and 

ways in which children across LKS2 and 

UKS2 will demonstrate their skills and 

understanding.  This allows staff to 

appropriately challenge children and not 

limit their learning.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Year 3 and Year 4 Vocabulary progression 

Broken down per unit and lesson to ensure coverage



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Year 5 and Year 6 Vocabulary progression 

Broken down per unit and lesson to ensure coverage



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent 

geography curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for 

any topics and themes studied, which consistently builds on 

prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Geography Vocabulary Progression Document and how this has been 

used within the delivery of lessons and as a resource for children to 

apply this knowledge. (Appendix A1ii)

Context Progression of geographical terminology for each unit of work for year 

3,4,5 and 6, broken down into vocabulary to be shared per lesson.

Why was 

this chosen?

This demonstrates how the lesson coverage is well-planned, coherent 

and ensures geography progression is coherent within terminology used.  

This has been taken from the Long Term Plan (slide 2) and the skills 

breakdown (slide 9) based on Rising Stars Framework.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This ensures that the vocabulary appropriate to the topic and stage of 

learning is appropriate for the children.  The vocabulary will then be 

shared within the lessons on the Geography displays to ensure that the 

appropriate terminologies are present for all children to apply within 

lessons.

The screenshot, left, has been taken from a year 3/4 notebook based on 

the fifth lesson about North America.  Here they would be studying a 

state of North America and focusing on human/physical geographical 

features.  The member of staff has used the vocabulary progression 

document in order to ensure the teaching of the vocabulary was 

appropriate for the sequence of lessons.

Checklists used within lesson 1 for North 

America labelling the continents – More 

Able Year 4 and SEND year 3, with teacher 

assessment upon completion of task.

Slide taken from teaching notebook 

created by year 4 teacher showing 

vocabulary being taught within a 

Geographical Enquiry lesson.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which the Long Term Plan and progression documents of skills and knowledge feed in and are used to 

create a coherent plan for units of work.  This shows how teachers are planning for the progression of the lessons and the skill

development that they are building within the unit.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which staff are adept at providing appropriate and engaging learning experiences for the children in their 

classes whilst ensuring adequate challenge, differentiation and support of the learners throughout their lesson.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows that staff are adept at ensuring that children can become equipped with the appropriate skills to allow them to be 

‘geographers’ through an enquiry based lesson.  As this is a new skill for children, the concept has been planned and scaffolded

in a way that provides prompt and a framework to enable children to develop those enquiry skills, in the hope that when the 

children begin Year 5 and Year 6 they have more independence in using these skills.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.  Annotations made in red font by Subject Lead.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which the Long Term Plan and progression documents of skills and knowledge feed in and are used to 

create a coherent plan for units of work.  This shows how teachers are planning for the progression of the lessons and the skill

development that they are building within the unit.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this 

chosen?

After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to construct their Summer 

Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to 

aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show 

that children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This shows that children in Year 6 would apply geographical concepts and be able to explain the significance of these in the wider world.  Through some 

practical experiences and again reinforcing key terminology appropriate to the lesson.  It also reinforces the knowledge briefly taught in year 3 and year 4. 

i.e. they were using four figure grid referencing to locate places in North America and as a plenary explaining the significance of a six figure grid reference 

in comparison.  Then in year 6, children will be actively using six figure grid referencing, therefore building on their mapping skills.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well-planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan – annotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This demonstrates that in year 6 children will take more ownership in applying their geographical skills particularly within an 

enquiry based lesson as they will be given the opportunities and resources to conduct their own investigation, within the criteria 

set by the teacher to ensure that the skills and knowledge are relevant.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Year 5 Geography Awareness Week Class Assembly

Context Whole Class Assembly in which children in year 5 demonstrated to parents/carers and the school community just how 

Geography is part of our everyday lives, sometimes without us realising. 

Why was this chosen? The class assembly coincided with National Geography Week.  The children in year 5 had seen world issues occur and were 

passionate about the way in which these choices would impact on their lives.  As a class discussion about Global Warming, 

fossil fuels, pollution, wildfires and weather provided a basis for the assembly. 

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This assembly demonstrated that children knew how Geography impacts the world they live in.  They knew that the weather 

forecast was a way of predicting and tracking environmental factors, that electricity that comes to our home goes through a 

process, that the consequence of energy use and wastage can have detrimental effects on the planet. They then composed 

their own prayer and sang a song to reflect on the changes that they felt were necessary for the world they live in.  The 

assembly raised awareness of the overall importance of Geography and the way the world should be respected.

Dear God,

Thank you for the animals that we have.  Thank you for 

those selfless people who work so hard to protect our 

world. Please help us to protect the world that we live in 

and save the wildlife, to protect them from being 

endangered.  Let us protect what we have now so that 

future generations can enjoy the extraordinary world that 

we take for granted. Help us find ways to protect animals 

and their habitats.  Help us to make these changes before 

it is too late. 

Amen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylm5e_PtycI


A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document International Themed Week – Year 3/Year 4

Context Endangered Animals 

Why was this 

chosen?

As part of international week in school, each year group 

was given an international issue which they were to 

research, discuss through Philosophy for Children and to 

construct a display to show the issue through art.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

The children in year 3 and year 4 began by looking at Asian

elephants.  They researched where they came from and 

how many there are in the world.  They used an elephant 

template to record what they thought they knew about 

elephants and what they now know about elephants. They 

were shown various pictures of Asian elephants.  Through 

the Philosophy discussions, children considered the 

question proposed by Sir David Attenborough.  This 

enabled children to reflect on the world we live in, and the 

impact our choices have on innocent wildlife and on the 

experiences future generations will have.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 3/4 Display

‘I think that if we 

only see elephants in 

a book it will be a 

shame because we 

wouldn’t know what 

they really look like 

and what they like to 

do in the world’

‘I would be so 

frustrated because it 

would effect the 

environment and we 

wouldn’t want them 

to be forgotten’

‘I would be sad 

because if the 

elephants were 

drawn on a picture 

book they could have 

drawn it differently 

and I would not be 

able to see them in 

real life’

‘I would be ashamed 

to see them in books, 

because I would want 

to see them in real 

life, not in a book’



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document International Themed Week – Year 5

Context Homelessness was the global issue discussed in year 5 – this was developed across other subjects in the National Curriculum 

i.e. RE and writing.

Why was this chosen? This was a topic provided to both year 5 classes.  Using comprehension skills the children unpicked what homelessness meant 

within a range of pictures.  They were able to identify the reasons why people may become homeless. They then researched 

the artist Banksy, recreating his artwork to represent homelessness using charcoal.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

The children understand the reasons which can lead to a person becoming homeless.  They made connections with the local 

community, identifying people they were aware of in the local area who were homeless.  They understood that offering help to 

someone who was homeless wasn’t as simple ass they first thought.  The unit had particular impact with the time of year, in 

that Christmas is a time to spend with family and also the salvation army adverts depicting the cold, winter nights alone on the

streets.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 5 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 5 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document International Themed Week – Year 6

Context Plastic Pollution

Why was this 

chosen?

As part of international week, year 6 were studying plastic pollution and its affect 

on wildlife, environment and the planets future.

What does it 

show that 

children know, 

understand and 

can do?

Within a philosophy lesson, the children read the book Frank the Sawfish, which 

explained how sea life is becoming at risk and endangered as a result of plastic 

pollution.  They discussed key themes of fairness and celebrating our differences.  

They then studied plastic pollution, causes, effects and studied the particular 

issues of its accumulation around the world.  They then used art to create a 

display which represented the significance of the issue.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 6 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.
 Due to COVID-19 Earth Day 2020 was celebrated through home learning activities set on SeeSaw.  

 As Subject Lead, the announcement was made for the children by myself with a selection of tasks that could be completed 

at home.  Due to the high level of deprivation in the school catchment, the activities were taken to use minimal resources 

at home.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 3 and Year 4   April 2020

Context As part of home learning the children in year 3 and year 4 were set a range of tasks to celebrate Earth Day.

Why was this chosen? The tasks provide children with a range of geographical skills that have been taught and then applied through home learning.  

Children have used digital devices to map their route of their daily walk, used keys to locate key features of their daily walk and 

have used the scavenger hunt activity to identify key human and physical geographical features that they may be able to locate 

on their daily walks.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This demonstrates the children’s understanding of human and physical geographical features, use of digital devices for mapping 

and the appropriateness of using a key to assist in identifying key elements of the local area. Within the wider world, the 

children in year 3 and year 4 have thought about the importance of recycling and ways in which they can protect the 

environment  by creating their own mini world, wishes for the earth, recycled monsters and a bug hotel.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, 

whole school initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 5 and Year 6  April 2020

Context As part of home learning the children in year 5 and year 6 were encouraged to complete a range of tasks, as well as some of 

their own that they thought fitted the concept.

Why was this chosen? Children thought about the ways we can protect the earth and ways we as a nation damage the environment and used this 

concept to make a board game, based on that of monopoly.  Children in year 5 and year 6 have made art using items they 

collected from their daily walks and used this as a means of passing on something positive to the communities around them.  

They researched the concept of Earth Day explaining its significance and the ways in which the occasion has been marked in 

the past.  The poem clearly shows the impact of climate change and that of the actions of the human race.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

The range of tasks completed show that the children have the skills to develop some geographical enquiry, present their finding 

s and use their research to develop their own opinions, which they can express clearly through a range of mediums.  The tasks

also show that children are able to see and appreciate the geography that is around them and their responsibilities as a global 

citizen.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day 2021 Collective Worship

Context To begin Earth Day, a collective worship was recorded and shared with children in school and those working remotely.

Why was this chosen? Children reflected within the collective worship, identifying ways that they could change their actions for the environment. 

They were encouraged to think about their own lives and small changes they could make, which they would be responsible for.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

From this it is clear that children understand ways in which they can protect the environment.  Through the collective worship, 

children were able to understand the theme for Earth Day and the key terminology which would be used throughout the day’s 

events.  The children understood what causes harm to the environment and provide solutions – some of which would be 

suitable changes for them to make themselves.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 3 and Year 4   April 2021 through remote learning

Context Children working from home, completed a geographical enquiry.  Using the orangutan, rhino or the Amur Leopard, children 

gathered their research and findings.

Why was this chosen? Children used their independent research skills and the key questions to support them in gathering the information needed.  

Children were then able to present their finding.  

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

As the concept of a geographical enquiry is fairly new to the children in LKS2, children were supported in their enquiry through

a framework to use.  Children were then encouraged to present their finding and complete other tasks linked to Earth Day.  

From this process, it is clear that children are becoming more confident in their research skills and can present their findings.  

In the future, children will look at the statistical information and apply this element within a geographical enquiry.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 5 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day 2021, the each class was allocated an endangered animal and global issue linking to the animal.  Each 

class conducted their own enquiry in which they applied their English skills, maths skills, computing skills, speaking and 

listening skills, along with their philosophical skills.

Why was this chosen? Year 5 worked in 2 groups.  They focused on the Tiger and conducted an enquiry based on ‘ How does poaching and climate 

change affect the population of the Tiger?’

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

Through the enquiry, SEND children were supported to conduct their enquiry and present their findings within a video. 

Children who worked in class, supported by the class teacher demonstrates the skills and understanding of a geographical 

enquiry.  This activity showed that children were able to conduct their enquiry from a question and were able to take some 

ownership within the enquiry process.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 6 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, one year 6 class researched about the impact deforestation and production of palm oil is 

having on the Orangutan

Why was this chosen? Children conducted their own enquiry explaining why Orangutans are becoming endangered.  Using statistical 

information provided, children constructed a pie chart to show how much palm oil is produced in the world.  

They were then able to see the impact palm oil production and deforestation had on the creatures.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This was a geographical enquiry conducted across the school day.  The process showed children how Geography 

can fit into other curriculum areas.  The children conducted their own research about Orangutans and identified 

the dangers they faced.  The children constructed the pie chart, with some prompts on the mathematical skills, 

but were able to present and explain the significance of the results when collating all of the information to 

answer the enquiry question.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 6 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, one year 6 class researched the key issue of polar ice caps melting, oil spills and 

the affect this has on the penguin.

Why was this chosen? The children began the day with a collective worship to introduce the theme of Earth Day 2021.  One 

of the year 6 classes researched the different types of penguins and recorded through a mind map the 

information they collated.   Using some data provided, the children then constructed pie charts to 

show the species of penguins and the percentage decline of the different breeds.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This task shows that children were confident in conducting an enquiry when provided with a 

framework.  The information is presented clearly and is clearly understood through the challenge and 

response from the marking.  



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document Earth Day April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, children demonstrated their 

geographical skills within a range of activities.

Why was 

this chosen?

This event has enabled the children and staff to experience 

cross-curricular links within Geography and has provided 

the children with a greater awareness of how their choices 

can have a great impact on the world that they live in.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Children came to school wearing something green or with 

an animal print and brought in a money donation.  The 

money was collated and as a school an endangered animal 

has been adopted. From the range of activities provided 

remotely and within school, children have also taken it 

upon themselves to adopt an endangered animal 

themselves and has enabled them to reflect on their roles 

and impact on global issues.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross-curricular learning, 

whole school initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Endangered Species Day (2020 during remote learning)

Context A range of activities were set using SeeSaw to enable children to research and gain a 

deeper understanding about Endangered animals.

Why was this chosen? This enabled children to have a greater awareness of the impact humans are having on 

the environment and innocent creatures.  Children used a range of methods to research 

endangered animals and considered the ways in which they represented their findings.  

Some engaging in discussion and research with their grown ups at home.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

Children have presented the facts from their independent enquiries.  Staff were able to 

respond to children's work using seesaw.  The child who composed a fact file based on 

Asian Elephants then used her understanding of the information to explain the difference 

between two species, therefore deepening her understanding of endangered animals.

 PowerPoint created by a 

year 5 pupil about the 

impact we have on 

endangered animals.
 Left, fact file on endangered elephants.  

 Above, Seesaw comments made between staff 

and pupil



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross-curricular 

learning, whole school initiatives and community events.
 During home learning, the 

children throughout KS2 

completed a range of activities 

and research on endangered 

animals.

 Children in Year 3, 

using Lego to 

create their own 

zoo for endangered 

animals.



A1iv) There are clearly shared high and age related expectations for what all 

pupils will know and be able to do with their geographical knowledge and skills.

Framework reference A1iv

Document Geography skills progression and Long Term Plan

Context Long Term Planning and Geography skills development.

Why was this chosen? The long term plan demonstrates that Geography is taught from the local area, branching out to the UK, then to other key continents of the world.  

The locations which form the key study correspond to history units to ensure children have the breadth of knowledge and that they are able to 

build a whole geographical image and historical understanding too.

As previously mentioned, the Rising Stars Framework, follows 13 key geographical skills which have been broken down into year groups to show 

the clear progression and skill development.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This shows that by the end of year 6, each child will have a deep understanding of the human and physical geographical features of their local 

area, the UK, regions within Europe including Greece and Italy, states within North America, South America and Russia. They will also understand 

what it takes to be a globally responsible citizen through a range of activities and key events such as Geography Awareness Week, Earth Day, etc, 

as well as appreciate their local environment.

Due to lockdowns and 

government restrictions, 

educational visits have 

not gone ahead in the 

year 2020-21.



A1iv) There are clearly shared high and age related expectations for what all 

pupils will know and be able to do with their geographical knowledge and skills.
Framework 

reference

A1iv

Document Geography skills progression and Long 

Term Plan (Appendix A1ii)

Context Identifies the geographical concepts and 

the progression f the concepts cross key 

stage 2.

Why was this 

chosen?

This planning structure for Geography skill 

5 demonstrates a clear progression in skills 

and development across all year groups in 

key stage 2, showing the progression and 

the prior knowledge needed in order to 

make the connections.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This provides children with opportunities to 

progress and to develop at a pace in which 

is appropriate for their age and their 

individual needs.  The planning structure 

enables teacher to suitably plan and 

prepare activities which will support all 

learners, while understanding there part 

within the wider context of the geography 

curriculum, and identifying possible links 

with other geography strands of learning.  

The prior knowledge will enable children 

and staff to see the knowledge that should 

have come before the teaching lesson 

within the sequence and to allow support 

to be put in place to build on these skills.



A2 Implementation: How is the geography curriculum 

delivered and assessed to meet the needs of pupils?



A2i) Geography teaching is highly effective, adapts to pupils’ needs and applies 

the intent described in Section A1.  It promotes appropriate discussion about the 

subject matter, stimulates curiosity and makes learning memorable.

Framework 

reference

A2i

Document Picture News

Context As a school, we have purchased the Picture News 

resources, where key global issues, political ideas and 

themes are discussion within a caring and collaborative 

environment, to promote the natural curiosity and 

questioning of the world in which the children live in.

Why was this 

chosen?

Some questions have a greater geographical focus, 

however all questions focus on a key global issue or big 

idea that has been shared within the regional or national 

news that the children will have experienced.  

What does it show 

that children 

know, understand 

and can do?

This shows that children are able to apply their 

philosophical thinking and apply their knowledge and 

understanding to key geographical issues which arise 

world-wide.  This reinforces the children as global 

citizens.

Even though so many people stand up 

verbally and say that they would like to 

make a change to the environment, there 

are many people who just say the words 

and follow through with actions.

Year 6

Anyone can help protect the environment 

and do their bit, it is not just for the 

young people as it is an issue that will 

affect future generations to come.

Year 6

To be responsible global citizens, we 

should all play our part in protecting the 

environment.  We can do this through 

saving electricity, recycling materials and 

picking up litter.

Year 6



A2i) Geography teaching is highly effective, adapts to pupils’ needs and applies 

the intent described in Section A1.  It promotes appropriate discussion about the 

subject matter, stimulates curiosity and makes learning memorable.

Framework reference A2i

Document Collective Worship from Remote Learning Spring 2021

Context Due to COVID lockdown in Spring 2021, children were provided with pre-recorded collective worships.  

Why was this chosen? This shows that children are experiencing geographical ideas which are relevant within the current climate and 

are discussed across the curriculum and not just in the geography lessons.

What does it show that children know, 

understand and can do?

The story was read and discussed through a pre-recorded collective worship and questions were provided to 

facilitate discussion with children and within their households.  Through the responses, the children have shown 

that they can apply their comprehension skills within a geographical context and consider the wider impact of the 

themes and ideas that are explored, considering their actions and the affect their choices have on the wider 

world.



A2ii) The curriculum is relevant and authentic, enabling pupils to draw on 

everyday experiences as well as their own interests and talents to make sense 

of geographical processes, patterns and interconnections.
 Each morning, children who attend 

Breakfast Club watch Newsround.  They 

then are given opportunities to reflect on 

what they have heard or read in the news 

or the things that they have heard 

outside of school.  As we are a Church of 

England school, the Christian ethos is 

embedded through this process.

I think that it is important to 

learn about the world, because 

then we use this knowledge in 

Geography lessons. Year 6

I think that the news 

and CBBC Newsround 

teaches children about 

what is going on in the 

world.  It is nice to 

hear about different 

countries and their 

situations. Year 5



A2ii) The curriculum is relevant and authentic, enabling pupils to draw on 

everyday experiences as well as their own interests and talents to make sense 

of geographical processes, patterns and interconnections.

Framework reference A2ii

Document Breakfast Club Newsround

Context Each morning, children attend breakfast club and watch Newsround.  They are given the chance to discuss, 

explore and reflect on global issues which are reported and discuss events which they have seen/read themselves 

in a safe and questioning environment.

Why was this chosen? This is chosen because it shows that children are thinking about other communities world-wide.  It allows children 

to apply their own knowledge, particularly in recent events of volcanic eruptions, as year 5 and 6 children were 

able to apply their geographical understanding in explaining how and why this happened.  

What does it show that children know, 

understand and can do?

As we are a Church of England school, children embed the Christian Values through written prayers which are 

completed termly in all year groups reflecting on the global issues of the world and asking God for support and 

assistance to make the world a better place.



A2iii) Regular planned fieldwork opportunities utilising the school 

grounds, local areas and wider environment is conducted as an 

essential part of the quality geographical learning.

Framework 

reference

A2iii

Document Evidence of fieldwork conducted on the school 

grounds.

Context Due to COVID-19 restrictions, children were unable 

to conduct a geographical enquiry outside of the 

school grounds.  As part of the non-fiction writing 

unit, the children conducted an enquiry based on the 

plants, wildlife and nature that could be found in the 

school grounds..

Why was this 

chosen?

Shows the geographical enquiry process.  Children 

devised a question, composed a method, conducted 

the enquiry, gathered their findings, presented and 

evaluated their results in pairs.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Throughout this academic year, children have been 

introduced to geographical enquiry activities, where 

they have conducted them guided, in pairs and then 

independently.  This task was conducted in pairs and 

shows a greater understanding and confidence in the 

enquiry process.



A2iv) Pupils are given frequent and repeated opportunities to: observe, collect, 

measure, record, analyse, communicate and reflect on geographical information 

in a variety of ways, including through maps, images, numerical and 

quantitative skills, debating and writing at length.

Framework 

reference

A2iv

Document Graph work from geographical enquiry

Context During Year 6 statistics maths unit, children 

constructed line graphs based on their geography 

topic of mountain and earthquakes.  The children 

studied the average temperature at the peak of 

mountain ranges. 

Why was this 

chosen?

Demonstrates the cross-curricular links between 

geography and maths.  Children present numerical 

information in the form of graphs for them to 

analyse and interpret.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows that children can gather data from digital 

sources, use the numerical values to construct a line 

graph and use their geographical skills to analyse 

and interpret the information gathered.  



A2iv) Pupils are given frequent and repeated opportunities to: observe, collect, 

measure, record, analyse, communicate and reflect on geographical information 

in a variety of ways, including through maps, images, numerical and 

quantitative skills, debating and writing at length.

➢ Year 5

➢ Year 4

➢ Year 6

➢ Year 3

Framework 

reference

A2iv

Document Evidence of grid referencing showing progression through school

Context Year ¾ were studying Greece and used maps to locate human and 

physical geographical features.

Year 5 children worked independently to complete a map with six 

figure grid referencing showing the journey taken by Magellan and 

Columbus within their explorers topic.

Year 6 children learnt about the states of North America and used 

six figure grid referencing to locate human and physical features of 

USA. This was revised in Y6 due to March lockdown.

Why was this 

chosen?

Shows progression of skills and understanding of map skills

What does it 

show that 

children know, 

understand and 

can do?

This shows that children are developing their maps skills 

throughout school and are using a range of maps to show the 

information.  



A2v) Assessment practices both inform teaching and check understanding, 

knowledge fluency and progression, offering clear, direct feedback and 

personalised levels of challenge related to the geography objectives and not 

generic literacy skills.

Why do you think it’s important 
geologists study tectonic plates?

Because if they didn’t, they 
would not know how islands and 
countries converge together, so 
they would not know what and 

where to build things.

Explain the importance of geologists 
studying tectonic plates.

They are important because if we study 
them we can learn how to predict future 
earthquakes and volcanic eruptions.  This 
will help to minimise deaths from natural 

disasters and to protect civilisations.

Framework 

reference

A2v

Document Self assessment and challenges completed 

from a geographical explanation text on 

mountain formation.

Context The lesson was broken down into 4 sections.  

The lesson began with recapping the 

tectonic plates.  Children then learnt about 

fold, dome and fault-block mountains.  They 

watched videos simulating the formation and 

through play-dough recreated the mountain 

formations.  Children then used word banks 

and subheadings to assist them in 

structuring their text.

Why was this 

chosen?

Shows self assessment, children responding 

to challenges and the writing/geography 

skills being embedded in a detailed 

explanation text.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Children use pink highlighter to self assess 

against both writing skills and geographical 

skills.  The checklist provided is separated 

into writing targets for their writing group 

along with geographical targets based on the 

explanation, cause, effect and use of 

geographical terminology to explain 

specifically the process which occur for the 

mountains to form.



A3 Impact: Do pupil outcomes demonstrate the fluent use 

and application of the intended geographical knowledge and 

skills?



A3i) Pupils have good core knowledge, for example of places and what they 

are like, they are able to make sense of the way they, and others, see and 

connect places, people, processes and environments.

Framework reference A3i

Document Children in year 5 (2020) explored the concept of plastic pollution and the effect this has 

on the environment and living organisms.

Context Children learnt about the different environmental issues, and felt so passionate about 

the decisions we make that harm our environment.  The children decided they would 

compose a persuasive formal letter to be sent to the local MP.

Why was this chosen? This shows that children are applying the geographical processes and environmental 

issues to a range of subjects and to discussions.  The children composed their letters 

and these were used as a levelled piece of writing.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This letter shows that writing skills such as persuasion and UKS2 grammar requirements 

being applied within the geography written topic.  The children have shown that they 

are able to explain, explore and discuss geographical concepts within a genre of writing 

using the appropriate geographical terminology.



A3ii) There is evidence of pupils employing geographical skills sets such as 

enquiry, mapping, graphicacy and vocabulary, often enhanced by digital 

technologies.

Framework 

reference

A3ii

Document Evidence of a Geographical enquiry

Context Within the unit of Russia, year 6 children 

conducted an enquiry based on the 

climate of London compared to Moscow

Why was this 

chosen?

From this lesson, children conducted an 

enquiry based on the topic and a 

question from their KWL grid, which is 

used at the start or every humanities 

unit.  The children used the information 

provided to present the data as a line 

graph. 

What does it show 

that children 

know, understand 

and can do?

This shows that children can construct 

representations of information relevant to 

a geographical enquiry.  This is one of 

the first enquiries conducted by the 

children this year, so the structure was 

scaffolded by staff, however the 

presentation was completed 

independently. 



A3iii) Pupils achieve well, make good progress and are equipped for success in 

the next stage of their education.

 Curriculum maps to show progression year group break down – can access at 

home

Framework 

reference

A3iii

Document Curriculum Map

Context In February 2020, all staff were provided 

with the skills overview for each year and 

each Geography topic.  

Why was this 

chosen?

This allowed staff to see which skills were 

covered, where, when and how.  The staff 

were provided with a whole school 

overview, so that they could see the skills 

being embedded and built upon across 

KS2.

What does it show 

that children know, 

understand and can 

do?

From this curriculum map, it is clear that 

skills are revised and developed throughout 

the whole of KS2 in the teaching of 

Geography.  Furthermore, as a teacher it 

enables planning and differentiation to be 

secure as opposed to repetition of the same 

skill and task. 



A3iii) Pupils achieve well, make good progress and are equipped for success in 

the next stage of their education.

Framework reference A3iii

Document Insight Tracking 2020-2021

Context Insight Tracking information for 2019-20 was not completed due to curriculum overhaul and lockdown due to COVID-19. 

Why was this chosen? The Insight Tracking for 2020-2021 shows the average depth of knowledge and skills across the Geography curriculum and is broken down per year 

group.  This enables me, as the subject leader, to support staff and children in filling gaps, whilst also extending and ensuring more able children are 

appropriately challenged.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

At the end of each unit of work, teachers access Insight Tracking to update assessment information for each child.  This enables staff, subject 

leaders and Senior Leadership team to gather information and interpret the assessment to put measures in place to support all learners. Whilst 

most skills have been assessed, there are gaps which have been noted from all year groups, which reflect the skills that require further teaching 

due to the nature of the global pandemic.



Section B: How does geography education 

shape behaviour, attitudes and values?

 In this section I have referenced:

▪ Displays used within class to aid learning of geographical skills

▪ Evidence of independent geographical enquiry

▪ Competitions

▪ Staff questionnaire analysis with bar charts

▪ Student questionnaire analysis with pie charts



Bi) Geography creates an effective learning environment, where teacher-pupil 

relationships are good and the subject is enjoyed and valued.

Framework 

reference

Bi

Document Displays in UKS2

Context Each topic is displayed and added to as the geography and history topic is taught.  The timeline is always 

displayed to reinforce chronology in History, but it also aids children in thinking about how land use has 

changed over periods of time, which is a key aspect of geography.

Why was this 

chosen?

The displays show the progression of skill, language and depth of learning throughout the Autumn Term 

and the Summer Term.  Due to COVID restrictions and lockdown in the Spring term, this was unable to be 

evidenced for this term. 

What does it 

show that 

children know, 

understand and 

can do?

The children use the displays to refer to places around the world.  When reading books independently that 

have geographical references to places, children engage with the world map and locate new places, 

comparing them to where they live and their local area.  The children also use the geography displays to 

refer to key geographical terms, which are relevant within both geography lessons and other cross-

curricular activities.



Bi) Geography creates an effective learning environment, where teacher-pupil 

relationships are good and the subject is enjoyed and valued.



Bi) Geography creates an effective learning environment, where teacher-pupil 

relationships are good and the subject is enjoyed and valued.



Bi) Geography creates an effective learning environment, where teacher-pupil 

relationships are good and the subject is enjoyed and valued.



Bii) Pupils are given opportunities to develop confidence, independent enquiry 

and critical thinking while working collaboratively, safely and with resilience.

 During the Spring Term, the children in year 5 were learning about 

famous explorers.  As part of their home learning (due to COVID-19) 

they were tasked with researching an explorer of their choice.  

Framework reference Bii

Document Home learning activity completed by Year 5 pupil

Context Due to COVID-19 home learning tasks have been provided by teaching staff.  During the spring term, children in year 5 were learning about 

exploration.  The task was to research and present their findings of an explorer of their choice.

Why was this chosen? This was chosen as this clearly demonstrates the child’s geographical enquiry skills in that they were competent in researching, deciphering 

relevant information, making sense of the information that has been read and presented findings in a clear format.  

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This evidence shows the child’s understanding of research, reading, interpreting and representing findings.  In terms of specific geography skills 

this child showed that they had a secure understanding of who Amelia Earheart was and understood how she was a key figure through referencing 

the significance of the discovery she made and the impact this has had on the modern world.



Bii) Pupils are given opportunities to develop confidence, independent enquiry 

and critical thinking while working collaboratively, safely and with resilience.

Framework 

reference

Bii

Document Enquiry within PSHCE

Context During PSHCE, children explored the theme of pollution.  They explored some news articles 

based on pollution focussing on how it is impacting on the environment and 

Why was this 

chosen?

This shows that geographical concepts are taught and referred to within other curriculum 

subjects such as PSHCE and P4C.  

What does it 

show that 

children know, 

understand 

and can do?

The children were able to explain how waste is created, the impact this has on the local 

environment and world-wide.  The children then used plastic materials within school to create 

fish.  The children explored ways in which they can limit waste in their local communities i.e. 

recycling programmes, upcycling unwanted objects, saving electricity and reusing where 

possible. 



Bii) Pupils are given opportunities to develop confidence, independent enquiry 

and critical thinking while working collaboratively, safely and with resilience.

Framework 

reference

Bii

Document Using the stimulus ‘Greta and the Giant’s’, the children 

entered a local competition about the Climate of 

Change.

Context Children read the story about Climate Change written 

by Greta Thunberg and used the key ideas of 

deforestation, habitats destroyed and pollution to 

create a poster campaigning for climate change.

Why was 

this chosen?

This was chosen to show the community links within 

geographical issues which are important to the children 

as well as providing opportunities for children to reflect 

on their actions and the impact they have on the world 

they live in.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows that the children understand the actions 

that take place have an impact on the environment and 

children are able to identify the cause and effect of 

issues such as climate change.  They are then able to 

reflect on the actions, and explore the changes that 

should be made.



Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.

Framework reference Biii

Document Staff Questionnaire

Context As the Geography curriculum was changed February 2020, a questionnaire was provided for staff in March 2021 to evaluate the progress.

Why was this chosen? The first 9 questions given to staff were required an answer on a scale of 1-10.  1 being very confident, 10 being least confident.  This information 

has been presented through graphs to clearly show the trends.  

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can 

do?

From the graphs, I can see that teaching staff are becoming more confident within the planning of Geography lessons.  From the information, it is 

clear that some staff are more confident than others, which as a subject leader is something that is seen in school.  Through professional 

discussions, staff are able to discuss issues with regards to the planning, resourcing and delivery of geography lessons and over time, this value 

should decrease as more staff become more confident.  Furthermore, with regards to the global pandemic, this has impacted staff in that the 

delivery of geography has been a challenge remotely.  From the graphs presented on the following pages, I can see that staff require more support 

in the planning and support within differentiation of geography lessons.
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Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.
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Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.
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Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.
Framework 

reference

Biii

Document Pupil Questionnaire

Context As the Geography curriculum was changed 

February 2020, a questionnaire was provided for 

pupils in March 2021 to evaluate the progress.

Why was 

this chosen?

Selected questions from the questionnaire were 

responded with numerical values, therefore 

enabling a graph representation to show results.  

From the questionnaire children were asked about 

what geography means to them and their 

likes/dislikes within geography lessons.

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

From the pie charts, the children have 

demonstrated a secure understanding across all of 

KS2 as to the significance of geography, their 

lessons were challenging an the children knew 

what skills were expected of them within this area 

of the curriculum.  Due to the global pandemic, 

restrictions in educational visits and experiences 

have had an impact on the geography curriculum, 

with some fieldwork being conducted on the school 

grounds, however a greater impact would have 

been made had other experiences been provided 

for them.  This is something that we aim to rectify, 

when health and safety allows.

Learning about 
different places

Learning about 
how people live

Learning about 
cultures and 

beliefs

All of the above

Q1. WHAT DOES GEOGRAPHY MEAN TO YOU?

Learning 
about the UK

Learning 
about 

different 
places in the 

world -
habitats and 

wildlife

Learning 
about the 

environment

Educational 
visits

Learning 
about the 

differences 
between 

countries and 
settlements

Languages and 
cultures

Other

Q2. WHAT DO YOU MOST ENJOY ABOUT 
GEOGRAPHY?



Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.

Learning about 
the UK

Learning about 
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Learning about 
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Other

Q3. WHAT DO YOU ENJOY THE LEAST 
ABOUT GEOGRAPHY?
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Learning 
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wildlife

Learning 
about the 

environment
Educational 

visits

Learning 
about the 
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Q4. WHAT WOULD YOU LIKE TO SEE 
MORE OF IN GEOGRAPHY?

recall 0 topic 
correct

recall 1 topics 
correctrecall 2 topics 

correct

recall 3 topics 
correct

Q5. WHAT HAVE YOU LEARNT/ARE 
LEARNING IN GEOGRAPHY SINCE 

SEPTEMBER? The surveys taken show the 

children’s views.  

 Due to the impact of remote 

learning in Spring, children have 

recalled some key topics that 

have been taught in Geography, 

but the topic from Spring term 

was more challenging for the 

children to recall facts.



Biii) Pupil and teacher surveys are inclusive and the feedback is used 

appropriately.

Strongly 
disagreeDisagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I ENJOY MY GEOGRAPHY 
LESSONS

Strongly 
disagreeDisagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I FIND LEARNING ABOUT 
OTHER COUNTRIES 

INTERESTING

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I FIND LEARNING ABOUT THE 
NATURAL ENVIRONMENT 

INTERESTING

Strongly 
disagreeDisagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I KNOW WHAT SKILLS I AM 
EXPECTED TO SHOW IN 

LESSONS

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I FEEL CONFIDENT IN LESSONS 
TO SHARE WHAT I KNOW WITH 

MY TEACHER AND PEERS

Strongly 
disagree

Disagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagreeAgree

Strongly 
agree

I FEEL CHALLENGED IN MY 
GEOGRAPHY LESSONS

Strongly 
disagreeDisagree

Neither 
agree nor 
disagree

Agree

Strongly 
agree

I FEEL SUPPORTED IN MY 
GEOGRAPHY LESSONS



Section C: How does geography education 

support pupils’ personal development?

 In this section I have referenced:

▪ Mini-Police

▪ Eco-Warriors

▪ Picture News Collective Worship



Ci) Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate 

worldview, by:

*Equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens.

*exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

*providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.



Ci) Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate 

worldview, by:

*Equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens.

*exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

*providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.

In early 2019, mini police took 

part in a "speed awareness" 

event. This happened across 

Newton Aycliffe with multiple 

schools taking part. We worked 

alongside a PCSO in handing out 

flyers to passing pedestrians and 

road users. We also took part in a 

speed awareness poster 

competition. We displayed these 

posters around the school grounds 

to promote safe driving near 

school grounds.

In mini-police, I supported my local 

community by joining our local 

Remembrance Service to support 

fallen soldiers.  We represented our 

school and our local community when 

paying our respects.

We had meetings in our groups to 

discuss the strengths and weaknesses, 

so that we can collaborate and make 

changes that benefit and help our 

school to improve.

Framework 

reference

Ci

Document Mini-police 

Context Experiencing geography issues within the 

community

Why was 

this chosen?

Due to the restrictions of COVID-19, the impact of 

mini-police in the year 2020 and 2021 were very 

limited.  The events that children and staff have 

been able to organise show the impact of the mini-

police scheme within the local environment and 

within the local community, 

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

The events and statements gathered by the 

children show the impact of the programme and 

the skills that it has provided the children with.



Ci) Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate 

worldview, by:

*Equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens.

*exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

*providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.

 Eco-warriors

In year 5, I was part of the eco-warriors and worked as 

a group to promote the idea of being environmentally 

friendly.  In school, we have two eco-warriors per 

class who are responsible for promoting and 

environmentally friendly school.  We looked at ways 

we can save electricity and ways in which we can 

promote recycling around school.

Framework 

reference

Ci

Document Eco-Warriors

Context During the Spring term 2020, eco-warriors was 

started up by the Geography subject leader 

alongside the Business manager for school.

Due to COVID-19, this was stopped but as a school 

we aim for this to potentially restart in September 

2021.

Why was 

this chosen?

This was chosen to show that the school is 

engaging with activities and providing children with 

opportunities to show that they can be responsible 

global citizens and be independent in their roles.

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows that children have an understanding as 

to how to become more environmentally friendly 

and how to reflect on their own actions and revise 

their own practises understanding the impact that 

they have.



Ci) Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate 

worldview, by:

*Equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens.

*exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

*providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.

Framework 

reference

Ci

Document Picture News Collective Worship discussion.  Should 

we always stand up for our communities?

Context Responses collated from class discussion

Why was 

this chosen?

Through weekly collective worship led by SLT, the 

children in their classes discuss the questions from 

the theme.  Children then collaboratively discuss 

their ideas and thoughts, justifying their views.

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Within this question, it shows that children are able 

to use geographical concepts within a community.  

The theme allows the children to understand how 

different countries and cultures compare to their 

own. 

We should always stand up for our 

communities if it is based on something 

that we agree with and feel equally 

passionate about.  We aim to be an 

inclusive world, where we are a whole 

community who do not discriminate. 

Year 6

You should only stand up for your 

community if it is over something you 

strongly believe in.  You should ensure 

that you are persuasive when standing 

up for what you believe in and do not 

resort to violence to make your point 

heard.  We should also respect the 

rights of others and not hold this 

against them as a person, we are all 

entitled to our own and different 

opinions.  Year 6



Ci) Geographical knowledge promotes an open-minded, balanced and considerate 

worldview, by:

*Equipping pupils to be responsible, respectful, active citizens.

*exploring different lifestyles, cultures, perspectives and points of view,

*providing opportunities to explore diversity and commonality.

Framework 

reference

Ci

Document Picture News Collective Worship discussion. How 

important is the role of farmers?

Context Responses collated from class discussion

Why was 

this chosen?

Through weekly collective worship led by SLT, the 

children in their classes discuss the questions from 

the theme.  Children then collaboratively discuss 

their ideas and thoughts, justifying their views.

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Within this question, children have applied 

geographical terms such as sustainability and their 

learning from Earth Day in the response linking to 

Palm Oil Farming,  The children also showed a 

broad understanding of other geographical 

processes such as pollution as a result of farming 

techniques.

I think that farming is important as it is 

our main food source.  On the topic of 

palm oil, companies should do this 

farming sustainably and have limited 

number of farms as the impact it has on 

the environment and habitats of 

creatures is not sustainable.  There 

should be a world-wide agreement so 

that the farming of palm oil can be done 

in a sustainable way.

Year 6

Funds would need to be raised to 

support farmers in changing their 

farming styles to be more 

environmentally friendly and to 

ensure that they still make enough 

money to live themselves.

Year 6

I think that farming should be changed.  The technologies 

used and the machinery used on farms are not 

environmentally friendly as the engines contribute to global 

warming and pollution in the atmosphere.

Year 6



Cii) Contemporary and environmental geography themes are explored at a range 

of scales and a variety of places empowering pupils to develop their own voice, 

whilst displaying respect and empathy with others’ standpoints.

 How far should you got o stand up for what you believe in?

You should go quite far, but not as far 

as violence because that is basically 

saying “I have no evidence so I will 

become physical.” The true way to get 

your thoughts across is creating a big 

impact by not just saying but doing as 

well.  

Never come to violence when standing 

up for what you believe in, because it 

doesn’t prove your point.  It makes you 

become pushed away, because violence 

is regularly taken and results in prison 

when protests go too far.

Being physical shows that you have no 

evidence to back up your point.

Framework 

reference

Cii

Document Picture News 15/3/2021

Context Collective Worship

Why was this 

chosen?

This was chosen as it provides evidence that the 
children look through key concepts and 
environmental issues which arise within the news 
and current affairs.  The children listen and 
responds to stimulus questions/videos etc and as 
a class discuss the key question. 

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows that the children can understand 
current affairs, use their knowledge and 
understanding to participate and contribute to 
the global issue that is focussed upon. 



Section D: How is geography education 

being led and managed?

 In this section I have referenced:

▪ Staff meeting

▪ Supporting emails to other colleagues in the planning, delivery and 

assessment of Geography

▪ Subject Leader Action Plan  for 201-2020, 2020-2021, 2021-2022

▪ Book scrutiny through staff meeting – fact finding

▪ Observations

▪ Deputy Head Cluster Meetings in local area

▪ Staff CPD



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.
Framework 

reference

Di

Document Staff Meeting 28/1/2020

Context During the Autumn term, the Geography 
Co-Ordinator and Deputy Head Teacher 
(now Head Teacher) collaborated on 
rewriting the Geography curriculum to 
make it more central with regards to the 
Geography skills and knowledge being 
developed and the progression of skills. 
From the staff meeting in January, staff 
were able to identify where the gaps to the 
learning were, which supported the need 
for the change to the geography 
curriculum.

Why was 

this 

chosen?

The staff meeting was delivered to staff 
including teaching staff, learning support 
assistants and Senior Leadership.  This has 
shown the support given to staff in terms 
of the subject knowledge content of the 
units, the progression of knowledge to 
ensure that skills are over-learnt and not 
repeated to promote the depth and 
independence of the geography 
curriculum. 

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows what skills and learning will be 
developed from the children’s transition 
from year 2 right the way through to the 
end of year 6.  The requirement for all 
staff to be aware of and have an 
understanding of the overall picture of 
Geography within school. 



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.
Framework 

reference

Di

Document Staff Meeting 3/3/2020

Context During the Autumn term, the Geography 
Co-Ordinator and Deputy Head Teacher 
(now Head Teacher) collaborated on 
rewriting the Geography curriculum to 
make it more central with regards to the 
Geography skills and knowledge being 
developed and the progression of skills. 
From the staff meeting in January, staff 
were able to identify where the gaps to the 
learning were, which supported the need 
for the change to the geography 
curriculum.

Why was 

this 

chosen?

The staff meeting was delivered to staff 
including teaching staff, learning support 
assistants and Senior Leadership.  This has 
shown the support given to staff in terms 
of the subject knowledge content of the 
units, the progression of knowledge to 
ensure that skills are over-learnt and not 
repeated to promote the depth and 
independence of the geography 
curriculum. 

What does 

it show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This provided staff with support in the 
changes that were being made within the 
geography curriculum to ensure a 
seamless and supportive approach to 
extend and motivate all children to be 
enthused by geography.



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.

Framework 

reference

Di

Document Discussion with colleagues via email

Context An NQT who works at the school, required 
support in providing an end of unit assessment 
based on their summer geography unit.

Why was this 

chosen?

This was chosen as it shows that teaching staff 
are able to seek support and assistance from the 
subject leader around assessment of the 
geography curriculum.  Other forms of 
communication have taken place with regards to 
the planning, teaching and delivery of the 
geography curriculum. 

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This shows that as a staff, they are confident in 
using the materials provided for the geography 
curriculum and are able to use their professional 
judgement to seek support and advice for the 
teaching and learning of the geography skills.



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.

Framework reference Di

Document Geography Fact Finding using Ofsted Criteria following on from a staff meeting (see next 2 slides) 

Context During a staff meeting led by myself as Humanities lead, the staff were split into mixed teams and 
given a selection of HAG, MAG, LAG, SEND and PP books to analyse according to the fact finding 
questions.  The evidence was then collated by the Subject Leader.

Why was this chosen? This shows the support and development that is provided to staff throughout the planning, delivery and 
assessment of the Geography curriculum.

What does it show that 

children know, understand and 

can do?

This shows that the staff are supported and able to seek advice for staff throughout the school.  
Discussions with staff from the feeder infant school, shows that skills are developed and embedded 
throughout the curriculum.  Further meetings are required from the feeder infant school and secondary 
schools to further enhance a seamless transition between KS1 and KS3 for all children.



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.



Di) All staff are supported to improve their subject knowledge, pedagogical 

range and application of assessment to inform and enhance the geography 

curriculum.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Framework reference Dii

Document Humanities Action Plan for academic year 2019-2020, evaluated (including previous 
slide).

Context Due to COVID-19, an evaluation of the Geography action plan was limited, although 
support was given to staff in the planning and preparation of new geography units.

Why was this chosen? To show the overarching aims for Geography within the school and the responsibilities of 
others in achieving these aims.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

This shows that as a subject leader and as a school that we are aware and regularly 
evaluating processes aiming to provide children with the opportunities and skills to be 
well-rounded geographers.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Framework reference Dii

Document Humanities Action Plan for academic year 2020-2021 (including previous slide).

Context Action plan for current academic year, with some targets continued due to the effects of 
the global pandemic.

Why was this chosen? To show the overarching aims for Geography within the school and the responsibilities of 
others in achieving these aims.  Through termly subject leadership reviews, targets are 
revised and evaluated, with amendments made as and when required.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

This shows that as a subject leader and as a school that we are aware and regularly 
evaluating processes aiming to provide children with the opportunities and skills to be 
well-rounded geographers.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Framework reference Dii

Document Humanities Action Plan for academic year 2021-2022 (including previous slide).

Context Subject Leadership Action Plan for the upcoming academic year.

Why was this chosen? This shows that the subject is reviewed and aspects are focused upon to ensure that the children 
have received a broad and balanced geography curriculum which takes into consideration relevant 
global issues which matter to the children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

Shows that as a school, the knowledge, skills and concepts within the modern geographical world are 
at the forefront of the children’s learning experiences to enable them to have the skills, knowledge 
and understanding for the ever changing world they face.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

 During the Autumn term, Year 5 were studying the UK and it’s physical and human features.  

The main focus within the unit was to explore the natural resources.  This was part of the ‘old’ 

geography curriculum, prior to being amended after Christmas.  

Slide 1

Slide 2

Slide 3

Slide 4

Slide 5

Slide 6



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Slide 7

Slide 8

Slide 9

Slide 10

Slide 11

Slide 12



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Slide 7

Slide 14

Slide 13

Framework reference Dii

Document Notebook (on previous 2 slides) to aid teaching for a Year 5 
Geography Observation by Head Teacher and Subject Leader.  Key 
points from feedback on following slide.

Context Notebook used by the class teacher in the delivery of the 
observation lesson.

Why was this chosen? This was selected as an example to show the level of skill, 
knowledge and understanding that is used by the class teacher in 
the planning, preparation and delivery for the children to meet the 
required geographical expectations for their age.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

This shows the level of differentiation that is provided for the 
children, the way in which the tasks are scaffolded to support the 
lower ability children, whilst stretching the learning of the more 
able.  The resource also emphasises the role of the teacher as the 
facilitator within the learning showing the links between geography 
skills and the written skills required to produce the end task.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

‘Use of questions to tease out 

most pupils’ understanding so 

that the teacher is aware of the 

degree to which most pupils’ are 

secure’

Questioning was used 

to develop deeper 

thinking into the 

impact of renewable 

and non-renewable 

energy

‘Lessons are adapted in response 

to misconceptions that are 

brought to light through 

questioning or checks on pupils’ 

work; any inconsistencies in 

assessment are clarified and 

solved via moderation’

Feedback provided from Geography 

Observation within year 5

Recapped prior learning 

within each element of 

the explanation text to 

further develop the 

explanation of how 

sources of energy are 

made 



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Slide 1

Slide 2

Slide 3

Slide 4

Slide 5

Slide 6



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

Slide 7

Slide 14

Slide 13

Framework reference Dii

Document Notebook (on previous slide) to aid teaching for a Year 6 Geography 
Observation by Head Teacher and Subject Leader.  Key points from 
feedback on following slide.

Context During the Autumn term, Year 6 were studying the UK and focusing 
on the physical features.  The main focus within the unit was to use 
Ordance Survey maps to identify the different physical features of 
the UK and to explore mountain formation.  This was part of the 
‘old’ geography curriculum, prior to being amended after Christmas.  

Why was this chosen? This was chosen as it demonstrates the progression in terms of skills 
and knowledge from year 5 and year 6.  The children apply a range 
of transferrable skills.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

From the lesson, children used computing and mathematical skills to 
research the points of elevation from mountains.  The children were 
able to work independently, with a partner and with targeted adult 
support to show that they can achieve the objective of the lesson, 
with the scaffolding required to support and challenge learning.



Dii) Rigorous monitoring and reflection identifies priorities and strategies 

for improvement and leads to a well-focused geography curriculum.

‘The work includes 

appropriate 

opportunities to develop 

pupils' skills in reading, 

writing, mathematics 

and ICT, as well as 

providing opportunities 

for extending wider 

skills, such as research 

and co-operative 

working’

Use of digital devices 

to research the 

concept of elevation 

using different points 

in the UK.  

‘Questions tease out most pupils’ 

understanding so that the teacher 

is aware of the degree to which 

most pupils are secure’

Feedback provided from 

Geography Observation within 

year 6

Targeted questioning within 

task and cross-curricular 

questioning in terms of children 

explaining their findings using 

geographical terminology

Presenting information 

into tables and graphs, 

to then interpret



Diii) The subject leader oversees effective curriculum making and resourcing, 

utilising the collective expertise within and beyond the immediate school 

community.

Framework 

reference

Diii

Document Action Plan for the Eco-Warriors 
programme.

Context Action plan for the eco-warriors 
devised with children and 
Geography subject leader.

Why was 

this 

chosen?

This was chosen to show that 
children are encouraged to take 
responsibility and ownership in 
their learning and applying their 
knowledge within a collaborative 
group. 

What does 

it show 

that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can 

do?

This shows that children have an 
understanding of the 
environmental issues within 
schools, the ways in which they 
can be monitored and addressed 
to ensure that they have a 
greater impact and influence 
amongst their peers.  The 
children also showed their 
understanding of the causes and 
effects, recognising that some 
resources used electricity but that 
for the children’s learning and 
development it was essential. 



Diii) The subject leader oversees effective curriculum making and 

resourcing, utilising the collective expertise within and beyond the 

immediate school community.



Diii) The subject leader oversees effective curriculum making and resourcing, 

utilising the collective expertise within and beyond the immediate school 

community.

Framework 

reference

Diii

Document Local Deputy Head Cluster Meeting (including previous 
slide)

Context After the overhaul of the Geography curriculum, a 
Deputy Head Cluster meeting was arranged and as 
geography lead, I was provided the opportunity to 
attend and share the information.

Why was this 

chosen?

This was chosen to show the links made across the 
local area with the focus of the geography curriculum 
and skills.

What does it show 

that children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This shows the collaborative approach of sharing the 
information and work completed with schools in the 
local area to gain feedback and to share geography 
practices.



Where will we go next?



As a school our next steps will be:

▪ To continue to implement the revised curriculum for Geography making 

tweaks to the structure where needed and for the benefit of the children.

▪ To develop fieldwork skills across all year groups

▪ To continue to develop the effectiveness and role of the Eco-Warriors within 

school and the local community

▪ To provide opportunities for children to see the broadness of the Geography 

curriculum and how the skills apply into job roles, which will hopefully inspire 

the children.

▪ Geography themed activities i.e. Geography Awareness Week, Earth Day

▪ Promote recycling and other projects within school that have an impact on 

the environment.



As a subject leader my next steps will be:

▪ To continue to support colleagues in the planning, teaching and delivery of 

the Geography curriculum.

▪ To continue to develop and evaluate the Geography LTP, MTP and the skill 

progression of the children.

▪ To enhance links with feeder partner school to promote transition and 

cohesion of knowledge and skills within Geography.

▪ To embed the key themes of the Eco-Warriors and support them in fulfilling 

their roles.

▪ To make links with the community through the Geography projects.

▪ To inspire young geographers and enable them to see the impact they can 

have on the world they live in.


