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A message from the Subject Leaderé

u Within this presentation, there are samples of childrenõs work evidencing their 
geographical knowledge, skills and understanding within a range of learning 
opportunities, some of which were provided remotely due to the nature of working 
within a global pandemic.  The overall intent behind the Geography Curriculum is to 
create a curriculum enriched with a range of learning experiences and skills to enable 
the children to become well rounded geographers.  The implementation of these skills 
have developed across school ensuring that all skills are embedded and skills are 
progressed, so that the children built on prior knowledge and prior geographical skills.  
Within the presentation, work has been referenced from all year groups, with some 
elements having a greater focus upon the year 6 cohort, to show the impact of the 
geography curriculum upon their thoughts, ideas, responses and geographical 
explanations. 

u I hope that this presentation gives you an insightful view upon the teaching and 
learning as we provide the children within St Francisõ CE Junior School to be 
responsible geographers, who appreciate and have a greater understanding of the 
world they live in.

u Miss Cooper



Geography in St Francisõ

u From the Programmes of Study identified from National 

Curriculum 2014, we use the skills and progression 

documents from Rising Stars Assessments to build our school 

Long Term Plan.  

u The schoolõs Long Term Plan has been made alongside the 

history to enable a cohesive curriculum and to allow 

connections to be made for a depth of learning and enquiry.

u The Rising Stars Framework provides 13 Geography skills, 

which have been further broken down into year groups.  

These statements are present in an online assessment 

tracking system (INSIGHT) used throughout school to 

monitor, track and progress skills and success.  This also 

enables us as a school to identify more able children in this 

subject and facilitate learning for those children who have 

been identified as having gaps and misconceptions within 

their learning of the subject.



Introduction

u During the Autumn and start of the Spring term the Geography Curriculum was amended by the 

Subject Leader.

u Staff meetings were provided to develop the Geography curriculum and to support teaching staff 

and support assistants the support necessary.

u Due to COVID-19, most of the evidence gathered for Geography mark has been completed through 

online home learning tasks set by their teachers via Seesaw. 

u Due to the COVID-19 lockdown and restrictions, our application for the Geography mark has been 

deferred to June 2021.  

u To show which evidence has been used as a result of home learning I have marked these with a      .  

Other evidence has been collated while in school and through remote learning when necessary.



Section A: What is the quality of 

Geography Education like?

u In this section I have referenced:

Á Subject leadership vision 

Á Explain rationale linking to the Curriculum 2014

Á Policy

Á LTP and MTP development of skills and progression across LKS2 and UKS2

Á Opportunities for learning ðcross curricular approach where applicable

Á Insight tracking ðassessment and tracking of pupil progress and key groups

Á Monitoring coverage to show the development of skills and the progression throughout KS2

Á Opportunities for application of skills and learning

Á Geographical enquiry evidence

Á Subject leader reports and data analysis



A1 Intent: To what extent does the schoolõs geography 

curriculum set out and share the knowledge skills that pupils 

will build? 



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

schoolõs local context.

u The St Francisõ Subject Leader Vision for Geography states that:

Framework reference A1i

Document Subject Leader Overview  

Context The Subject Leader Vision Statement identifies the overall aims of the school in developing young ôgeographersõ who will develop 

an understanding and sense of awe and wonder about the world in which they live.  This was evaluated and altered in 2021 to 

reflect on the greater focus on vocabulary.

Why was this chosen? The statement is a condensed version of the overall intent and aim of the Geography Curriculum at St Francis.  This was written 

by Senior Leadership and Subject Leader, which was then agreed by all school staff.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

This shows that the children will develop a keen awareness and sound understanding of where they live, the country in which 

they live and the role that they play in the wider community and world.  Living in one of the highest areas of deprivation(17 19th

out of 32,844 neighbourhoods, top 5% of deprivation, with children being within the top 1% of income deprivation), means that it

is of vital importance that our children have a knowledge and awareness of the world around them and they are supported in 

seeing life outside of their own communities whilst also seeing the key role they can play within this community. 



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

schoolõs local context.
u The St Francisõ Medium Term Planning completed by all teaching staff:

u Page 1 of all Medium Term plans share the title of the unit, the curriculum intentions, the aims of the unit of work and also the 

assessment criteria that will be fulfilled by the end of the unit of work.  These correspond to INSIGHT, the childrenõs assessment 

folders and to the Rising Stars Progression framework.  

u Page 2 of the planning then refocuses the unit based on the intention for the Geography Curriculum at St Francis along with t he 

resources and vocabulary progression per lesson. Therefore ensuring a cohesive approach to the teaching and learning of the s ubject.

Year 3/4 Medium Term Plan



A1i) The geography curriculum articulates a shared vision of 

Geography. Its rationale is clear and takes account of the 

schoolõs local context.

Framework reference A1i

Document Medium Term Planning

Context The Medium Term Planning is completed by staff on a termly basis.  The format remains the same throughout school and 

refers to the programme of study from the National Curriculum.

Why was this chosen? The Medium Term Planning reflects on the Aims set out by the National Curriculum 2014 and also refers to the assessment of 

skills for the year group.  The assessment of skills are taken from the Rising Stars documentation, referencing National 

Curriculum expectations and ensuring progression of skills.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This is included in the planning process to enable staff to see the wider picture of the topic and how the unit feeds into 

making the children geographers who appreciate the world around them.  By using these statements, it ensures knowledge of 

the subject and progression of skills are focussed upon.

u Subsequent pages of the Medium Term Plan then detail the specifics of 

each lesson while cross referencing the Geography skills and ensuring 

that the tasks are clearly differentiated and enable children to 

adequately demonstrate and excel in the skills, whilst also offering 

scaffolding and support to those children who require it.

u Due to the high level of deprivation in school, we ensure that the 

children are provided with memorable experiences and use a range of 

resources to build that geographical curiosity.  

u At the start of each unit of work, children share what they know, what 

they would like to know and at the end of the learning journey what 

they have learnt.  To enable all children to access the topic, videos are 

used to build that enthusiasm and often this prompts a memory of 

something they have seen on tv, news and prompts a discussion and 

thirst for knowledge as a connection has been made.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Geography Skills Progression Document

Context This shows the skills progression and 

how Geography 1 from Rising Stars is 

achieved in all year groups.  This is used 

for each of the 13 assessment strands.

Why was 

this 

chosen?

This document shows the Working At 

and Greater Depth possibilities for each 

year group and each geography strand.  

The document also shares the 

knowledge and skills required prior to 

the new learning.  This enables staff to 

clearly differentiate and challenge 

children's geographical enquiry and 

understanding.

What does 

it show 

that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can 

do?

This shows the progression of skills and 

ways in which children across LKS2 and 

UKS2 will demonstrate their skills and 

understanding.  This allows staff to 

appropriately challenge children and not 

limit their learning.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Year 3 and Year 4 Vocabulary progression 

Broken down per unit and lesson to ensure coverage



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Year 5 and Year 6 Vocabulary progression 

Broken down per unit and lesson to ensure coverage



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent 

geography curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for 

any topics and themes studied, which consistently builds on 

prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Geography Vocabulary Progression Document and how this has been 

used within the delivery of lessons and as a resource for children to 

apply this knowledge. (Appendix A1ii)

Context Progression of geographical terminology for each unit of work for year 

3,4,5 and 6, broken down into vocabulary to be shared per lesson.

Why was 

this chosen?

This demonstrates how the lesson coverage is well-planned, coherent 

and ensures geography progression is coherent within terminology used.  

This has been taken from the Long Term Plan (slide 2) and the skills 

breakdown (slide 9) based on Rising Stars Framework.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This ensures that the vocabulary appropriate to the topic and stage of 

learning is appropriate for the children.  The vocabulary will then be 

shared within the lessons on the Geography displays to ensure that the 

appropriate terminologies are present for all children to apply within 

lessons.

The screenshot, left, has been taken from a year 3/4 notebook based on 

the fifth lesson about North America.  Here they would be studying a 

state of North America and focusing on human/physical geographical 

features.  The member of staff has used the vocabulary progression 

document in order to ensure the teaching of the vocabulary was 

appropriate for the sequence of lessons.

Checklists used within lesson 1 for North 

America labelling the continents ðMore 

Able Year 4 and SEND year 3, with teacher 

assessment upon completion of task.

Slide taken from teaching notebook 

created by year 4 teacher showing 

vocabulary being taught within a 

Geographical Enquiry lesson.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which the Long Term Plan and progression documents of skills and knowledge feed in and are used to 

create a coherent plan for units of work.  This shows how teachers are planning for the progression of the lessons and the sk ill

development that they are building within the unit.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which staff are adept at providing appropriate and engaging learning experiences for the children in their 

classes whilst ensuring adequate challenge, differentiation and support of the learners throughout their lesson.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography 

curriculum, with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and 

themes studied, which consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 3/4 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows that staff are adept at ensuring that children can become equipped with the appropriate skills to allow them to be 

ógeographersô through an enquiry based lesson.  As this is a new skill for children, the concept has been planned and scaffolded

in a way that provides prompt and a framework to enable children to develop those enquiry skills, in the hope that when the 

children begin Year 5 and Year 6 they have more independence in using these skills.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.  Annotations made in red font by Subject Lead.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This shows the way in which the Long Term Plan and progression documents of skills and knowledge feed in and are used to 

create a coherent plan for units of work.  This shows how teachers are planning for the progression of the lessons and the sk ill

development that they are building within the unit.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework 

reference

A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this 

chosen?

After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to construct their Summer 

Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to 

aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching an d learning of children.

What does it show 

that children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This shows that children in Year 6 would apply geographical concepts and be able to explain the significance of these in the wider world.  Through some 

practical experiences and again reinforcing key terminology appropriate to the lesson.  It also reinforces the knowledge brie fly taught in year 3 and year 4. 

i.e. they were using four figure grid referencing to locate places in North America and as a plenary explaining the significa nce of a six figure grid reference 

in comparison.  Then in year 6, children will be actively using six figure grid referencing, therefore building on their mapp ing skills.



A1ii) There is an ambitious, well -planned and coherent geography curriculum, 

with a clear and articulate rationale for any topics and themes studied, which 

consistently builds on prior learning.

Framework reference A1ii

Document Annotated Medium Term Plan

Context Year 6 Geography Summer Term Medium Term Plan ïannotated by Subject Leader

Why was this chosen? After delivering a staff meeting on the new framework for Geography, teachers were provided with the necessary resources to 

construct their Summer Medium Term Plans.  They were provided with the skill coverage document (mentioned on slide 9 ) and 

the lesson structure with assessment breakdown to aid them in the structure/format.  This was then submitted to the Subject 

Leader to check and advise prior to the teaching and learning of children.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This demonstrates that in year 6 children will take more ownership in applying their geographical skills particularly within an 

enquiry based lesson as they will be given the opportunities and resources to conduct their own investigation, within the cri teria 

set by the teacher to ensure that the skills and knowledge are relevant.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Year 5 Geography Awareness Week Class Assembly

Context Whole Class Assemblyin which children in year 5 demonstrated to parents/carers and the school community just how 

Geography is part of our everyday lives, sometimes without us realising. 

Why was this chosen? The class assembly coincided with National Geography Week.  The children in year 5 had seen world issues occur and were 

passionate about the way in which these choices would impact on their lives.  As a class discussion about Global Warming, 

fossil fuels, pollution, wildfires and weather provided a basis for the assembly. 

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This assembly demonstrated that children knew how Geography impacts the world they live in.  They knew that the weather 

forecast was a way of predicting and tracking environmental factors, that electricity that comes to our home goes through a 

process, that the consequence of energy use and wastage can have detrimental effects on the planet. They then composed 

their own prayer and sang a song to reflect on the changes that they felt were necessary for the world they live in.  The 

assembly raised awareness of the overall importance of Geography and the way the world should be respected.

Dear God,

Thank you for the animals that we have.  Thank you for 

those selfless people who work so hard to protect our 

world. Please help us to protect the world that we live in 

and save the wildlife, to protect them from being 

endangered.  Let us protect what we have now so that 

future generations can enjoy the extraordinary world that 

we take for granted. Help us find ways to protect animals 

and their habitats.  Help us to make these changes before 

it is too late. 

Amen

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ylm5e_PtycI


A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document International Themed Week ðYear 3/Year 4

Context EndangeredAnimals 

Why was this 

chosen?

As part of international week in school, each year group 

was given an international issue which they were to 

research, discuss through Philosophy for Children and to 

construct a display to show the issue through art.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

The children in year 3 and year 4 began by looking at Asian

elephants.  They researched where they came from and 

how many there are in the world.  They used an elephant 

template to record what they thought they knew about 

elephants and what they now know about elephants. They 

were shown various pictures of Asian elephants.  Through 

the Philosophy discussions, children considered the 

question proposed by Sir David Attenborough.  This 

enabled children to reflect on the world we live in, and the 

impact our choices have on innocent wildlife and on the 

experiences future generations will have.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 3/4 Display

ôI think that if we 

only see elephants in 

a book it will be a 

shame because we 

wouldnõt know what 

they really look like 

and what they like to 

do in the worldõ

ôI would be so 

frustrated because it 

would effect the 

environment and we 

wouldnõt want them 

to be forgottenõ

ôI would be sad 

because if the 

elephants were 

drawn on a picture 

book they could have 

drawn it differently 

and I would not be 

able to see them in 

real lifeõ

ôI would be ashamed 

to see them in books, 

because I would want 

to see them in real 

life, not in a bookõ



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document International Themed Week ðYear 5

Context Homelessness was the global issue discussed in year 5 ïthis was developed across other subjects in the National Curriculum 

i.e. RE and writing.

Why was this chosen? This was a topic provided to both year 5 classes.  Using comprehension skills the children unpicked what homelessnessmeant 

within a range of pictures.  They were able to identify the reasons why people may become homeless. They then researched 

the artist Banksy, recreating his artwork to represent homelessness using charcoal.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

The children understand the reasons which can lead to a person becoming homeless.  They made connections with the local 

community, identifying people they were aware of in the local area who were homeless.  They understood that offering help to 

someone who was homeless wasnôt as simple ass they first thought.  The unit had particular impact with the time of year, in 

that Christmas is a time to spend with family and also the salvation army adverts depicting the cold, winter nights alone on the

streets.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 5 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 5 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document International Themed Week ðYear 6

Context Plastic Pollution

Why was this 

chosen?

As part of international week, year 6 were studying plastic pollution and its affect 

on wildlife, environment and the planets future.

What does it 

show that 

children know, 

understand and 

can do?

Within a philosophy lesson, the children read the book Frank the Sawfish, which 

explained how sea life is becoming at risk and endangered as a result of plastic 

pollution.  They discussed key themes of fairness and celebrating our differences.  

They then studied plastic pollution, causes, effects and studied the particular 

issues of its accumulation around the world.  They then used art to create a 

display which represented the significance of the issue.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.

Year 6 Display



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing meaningful 

contexts for cross-curricular learning, whole school initiatives and 

community events.
u Due to COVID-19 Earth Day 2020 was celebrated through home learning activities set on SeeSaw.  

u As Subject Lead, the announcement was made for the children by myself with a selection of tasks that could be completed 

at home.  Due to the high level of deprivation in the school catchment, the activities were taken to use minimal resources 

at home.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 3 and Year 4   April 2020

Context As part of home learning the children in year 3 and year 4 were set a range of tasks to celebrate Earth Day.

Why was this chosen? The tasks provide children with a range of geographical skills that have been taught and then applied through home learning.  

Children have used digital devices to map their route of their daily walk, used keys to locate key features of their daily wa lk and 

have used the scavenger hunt activity to identify key human and physical geographical features that they may be able to locat e 

on their daily walks.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This demonstratesthe childrenôs understanding of human and physical geographical features, use of digital devices for mapping 

and the appropriateness of using a key to assist in identifying key elements of the local area. Within the wider world, the 

children in year 3 and year 4 have thought about the importance of recycling and ways in which they can protect the 

environment  by creating their own mini world, wishes for the earth, recycled monsters and a bug hotel.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, 

whole school initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 5 and Year 6  April 2020

Context As part of home learning the children in year 5 and year 6 were encouraged to complete a range of tasks, as well as some of 

their own that they thought fitted the concept.

Why was this chosen? Children thought about the ways we can protect the earth and ways we as a nation damage the environment and used this 

concept to make a board game, based on that of monopoly.  Children in year 5 and year 6 have made art using items they 

collected from their daily walks and used this as a means of passing on something positive to the communities around them.  

They researched the concept of Earth Day explaining its significance and the ways in which the occasion has been marked in 

the past.  The poem clearly shows the impact of climate change and that of the actions of the human race.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can do?

The range of tasks completed show that the children have the skills to develop some geographical enquiry, present their finding 

s and use their research to develop their own opinions, which they can express clearly through a range of mediums.  The tasks

also show that children are able to see and appreciate the geography that is around them and their responsibilities as a glob al 

citizen.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day 2021 Collective Worship

Context To begin Earth Day, a collective worship was recorded and shared with children in school and those working remotely.

Why was this chosen? Children reflected within the collective worship, identifying ways that they could change their actions for the environment. 

They were encouraged to think about their own lives and small changes they could make, which they would be responsible for.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

From this it is clear that children understand ways in which they can protect the environment.  Through the collective worshi p, 

children were able to understand the theme for Earth Day and the key terminology which would be used throughout the dayôs 

events.  The children understood what causes harm to the environment and provide solutions ïsome of which would be 

suitable changes for them to make themselves.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 3 and Year 4   April 2021 through remote learning

Context Children working from home, completed a geographical enquiry.  Using the orangutan, rhino or the Amur Leopard, children 

gathered their research and findings.

Why was this chosen? Children used their independent research skills and the key questions to support them in gathering the information needed.  

Children were then able to present their finding.  

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

As the concept of a geographical enquiry is fairly new to the children in LKS2, children were supported in their enquiry thro ugh

a framework to use.  Children were then encouraged to present their finding and complete other tasks linked to Earth Day.  

From this process, it is clear that children are becoming more confident in their research skills and can present their findi ngs.  

In the future, children will look at the statistical information and apply this element within a geographical enquiry.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 5 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day 2021, the each class was allocated an endangered animal and global issue linking to the animal.  Each 

class conducted their own enquiry in which they applied their English skills, maths skills, computing skills, speaking and 

listening skills, along with their philosophical skills.

Why was this chosen? Year 5 worked in 2 groups.  They focused on the Tiger and conducted an enquiry based on ó How does poaching and climate 

change affect the population of the Tiger?ô

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

Through the enquiry, SEND children were supported to conduct their enquiry and present their findings within a video. 

Children who worked in class, supported by the class teacher demonstrates the skills and understanding of a geographical 

enquiry.  This activity showed that children were able to conduct their enquiry from a question and were able to take some 

ownership within the enquiry process.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 6 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, one year 6 class researched about the impact deforestation and production of palm oil is 

having on the Orangutan

Why was this chosen? Children conducted their own enquiry explaining why Orangutans are becoming endangered.  Using statistical 

information provided, children constructed a pie chart to show how much palm oil is produced in the world.  

They were then able to see the impact palm oil production and deforestation had on the creatures.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This was a geographical enquiry conducted across the school day.  The process showed children how Geography 

can fit into other curriculum areas.  The children conducted their own research about Orangutans and identified 

the dangers they faced.  The children constructed the pie chart, with some prompts on the mathematical skills, 

but were able to present and explain the significance of the results when collating all of the information to 

answer the enquiry question.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Earth Day Year 6 April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, one year 6 class researched the key issue of polar ice caps melting, oil spills and 

the affect this has on the penguin.

Why was this chosen? The children began the day with a collective worship to introduce the theme of Earth Day 2021.  One 

of the year 6 classes researched the different types of penguins and recorded through a mind map the 

information they collated.   Using some data provided, the children then constructed pie charts to 

show the species of penguins and the percentage decline of the different breeds.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

This task shows that children were confident in conducting an enquiry when provided with a 

framework.  The information is presented clearly and is clearly understood through the challenge and 

response from the marking.  



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by providing 

meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, whole school 

initiatives and community events.

Framework 

reference

A1iii

Document Earth Day April 2021

Context As part of Earth Day, children demonstrated their 

geographical skills within a range of activities.

Why was 

this chosen?

This event has enabled the children and staff to experience 

cross-curricular links within Geography and has provided 

the children with a greater awareness of how their choices 

can have a great impact on the world that they live in.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Children came to school wearing something green or with 

an animal print and brought in a money donation.  The 

money was collated and as a school an endangered animal 

has been adopted. From the range of activities provided 

remotely and within school, children have also taken it 

upon themselves to adopt an endangered animal 

themselves and has enabled them to reflect on their roles 

and impact on global issues.



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross -curricular learning, 

whole school initiatives and community events.

Framework reference A1iii

Document Endangered Species Day (2020 during remote learning)

Context A range of activities were set using SeeSaw to enable children to research and gain a 

deeper understanding about Endangered animals.

Why was this chosen? This enabled children to have a greater awareness of the impact humans are having on 

the environment and innocent creatures.  Children used a range of methods to research 

endangered animals and considered the ways in which they represented their findings.  

Some engaging in discussion and research with their grown ups at home.

What does it show that 

children know, understand 

and can do?

Children have presented the facts from their independent enquiries.  Staff were able to 

respond to children's work using seesaw.  The child who composed a fact file based on 

Asian Elephants then used her understanding of the information to explain the difference 

between two species, therefore deepening her understanding of endangered animals.

u PowerPoint created by a 

year 5 pupil about the 

impact we have on 

endangered animals.
u Left, fact file on endangered elephants.  

u Above, Seesaw comments made between staff 

and pupil



A1iii) Geography supports a broad, rich curriculum by 

providing meaningful contexts for cross -curricular 

learning, whole school initiatives and community events.
u During home learning, the 

children throughout KS2 

completed a range of activities 

and research on endangered 

animals.

u Children in Year 3, 

using Lego to 

create their own 

zoo for endangered 

animals.



A1iv) There are clearly shared high and age related expectations for what all 

pupils will know and be able to do with their geographical knowledge and skills.

Framework reference A1iv

Document Geography skills progression and Long Term Plan

Context Long Term Planning and Geography skills development.

Why was this chosen? The long term plan demonstrates that Geography is taught from the local area, branching out to the UK, then to other key continents of the world.  

The locations which form the key study correspond to history units to ensure children have the breadth of knowledge and that they are able to 

build a whole geographical image and historical understanding too.

As previously mentioned, the Rising Stars Framework, follows 13 key geographical skills which have been broken down into yeargroups to show 

the clear progression and skill development.

What does it show that 

children know, 

understand and can 

do?

This shows that by the end of year 6, each child will have a deep understanding of the human and physical geographical features of their local 

area, the UK, regions within Europe including Greece and Italy, states within North America, South America and Russia. They will also understand 

what it takes to be a globally responsible citizen through a range of activities and key events such as Geography Awareness Week, Earth Day, etc, 

as well as appreciate their local environment.

Due to lockdowns and 

government restrictions, 

educational visits have 

not gone ahead in the 

year 2020-21.



A1iv) There are clearly shared high and age related expectations for what all 

pupils will know and be able to do with their geographical knowledge and skills.
Framework 

reference

A1iv

Document Geography skills progression and Long 

Term Plan (Appendix A1ii)

Context Identifies the geographical concepts and 

the progression f the concepts cross key 

stage 2.

Why was this 

chosen?

This planning structure for Geography skill 

5 demonstrates a clear progression in skills 

and development across all year groups in 

key stage 2, showing the progression and 

the prior knowledge needed in order to 

make the connections.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

This provides children with opportunities to 

progress and to develop at a pace in which 

is appropriate for their age and their 

individual needs.  The planning structure 

enables teacher to suitably plan and 

prepare activities which will support all 

learners, while understanding there part 

within the wider context of the geography 

curriculum, and identifying possible links 

with other geography strands of learning.  

The prior knowledge will enable children 

and staff to see the knowledge that should 

have come before the teaching lesson 

within the sequence and to allow support 

to be put in place to build on these skills.



A2 Implementation: How is the geography curriculum 

delivered and assessed to meet the needs of pupils?



A2i) Geography teaching is highly effective, adapts to pupilsõ needs and applies 

the intent described in Section A1.  It promotes appropriate discussion about the 

subject matter, stimulates curiosity and makes learning memorable.

Framework 

reference

A2i

Document Picture News

Context As a school, we have purchased the Picture News 

resources, where key global issues, political ideas and 

themes are discussion within a caring and collaborative 

environment, to promote the natural curiosity and 

questioning of the world in which the children live in.

Why was this 

chosen?

Some questions have a greater geographical focus, 

however all questions focus on a key global issue or big 

idea that has been shared within the regional or national 

news that the children will have experienced.  

What does it show 

that children 

know, understand 

and can do?

This shows that children are able to apply their 

philosophical thinking and apply their knowledge and 

understanding to key geographical issues which arise 

world-wide.  This reinforces the children as global 

citizens.

Even though so many people stand up 

verbally and say that they would like to 

make a change to the environment, there 

are many people who just say the words 

and follow through with actions.

Year 6

Anyone can help protect the environment 

and do their bit, it is not just for the 

young people as it is an issue that will 

affect future generations to come.

Year 6

To be responsible global citizens, we 

should all play our part in protecting the 

environment.  We can do this through 

saving electricity, recycling materials and 

picking up litter.

Year 6



A2i) Geography teaching is highly effective, adapts to pupilsõ needs and applies 

the intent described in Section A1.  It promotes appropriate discussion about the 

subject matter, stimulates curiosity and makes learning memorable.

Framework reference A2i

Document Collective Worship from Remote Learning Spring 2021

Context Due to COVID lockdown in Spring 2021, children were provided with pre-recorded collective worships.  

Why was this chosen? This shows that children are experiencing geographical ideas which are relevant within the current climate and 

are discussed across the curriculum and not just in the geography lessons.

What does it show that children know, 

understand and can do?

The story was read and discussed through a pre-recorded collective worship and questions were provided to 

facilitate discussion with children and within their households.  Through the responses, the children have shown 

that they can apply their comprehension skills within a geographical context and consider the wider impact of the 

themes and ideas that are explored, considering their actions and the affect their choices have on the wider 

world.



A2ii) The curriculum is relevant and authentic, enabling pupils to draw on 

everyday experiences as well as their own interests and talents to make sense 

of geographical processes, patterns and interconnections.
u Each morning, children who attend 

Breakfast Club watch Newsround.  They 

then are given opportunities to reflect on 

what they have heard or read in the news 

or the things that they have heard 

outside of school.  As we are a Church of 

England school, the Christian ethos is 

embedded through this process.

I think that it is important to 

learn about the world, because 

then we use this knowledge in 

Geography lessons. Year 6

I think that the news 

and CBBC Newsround 

teaches children about 

what is going on in the 

world.  It is nice to 

hear about different 

countries and their 

situations. Year 5



A2ii) The curriculum is relevant and authentic, enabling pupils to draw on 

everyday experiences as well as their own interests and talents to make sense 

of geographical processes, patterns and interconnections.

Framework reference A2ii

Document Breakfast Club Newsround

Context Each morning, children attend breakfast club and watch Newsround.  They are given the chance to discuss, 

explore and reflect on global issues which are reported and discuss events which they have seen/read themselves 

in a safe and questioning environment.

Why was this chosen? This is chosen because it shows that children are thinking about other communities world -wide.  It allows children 

to apply their own knowledge, particularly in recent events of volcanic eruptions, as year 5 and 6 children were 

able to apply their geographical understanding in explaining how and why this happened.  

What does it show that children know, 

understand and can do?

As we are a Church of England school, children embed the Christian Values through written prayers which are 

completed termly in all year groups reflecting on the global issues of the world and asking God for support and 

assistance to make the world a better place.



A2iii) Regular planned fieldwork opportunities utilising the school 

grounds, local areas and wider environment is conducted as an 

essential part of the quality geographical learning.

Framework 

reference

A2iii

Document Evidence of fieldwork conducted on the school 

grounds.

Context Due to COVID-19 restrictions, children were unable 

to conduct a geographical enquiry outside of the 

school grounds.  As part of the non-fiction writing 

unit, the children conducted an enquiry based on the 

plants, wildlife and nature that could be found in the 

school grounds..

Why was this 

chosen?

Shows the geographical enquiry process.  Children 

devised a question, composed a method, conducted 

the enquiry, gathered their findings, presented and 

evaluated their results in pairs.

What does it 

show that 

children 

know, 

understand 

and can do?

Throughout this academic year, children have been 

introduced to geographical enquiry activities, where 

they have conducted them guided, in pairs and then 

independently.  This task was conducted in pairs and 

shows a greater understanding and confidence in the 

enquiry process.


